
Please Take This Online Ministerial Survey! 
Your Committee on Ministry (COM) wants your opinions about various tasks and functions of our minister, Rick 
Davis. The COM works closely with Reverend Rick and have observed him serving in many different roles. 
Please help us understand what you believe are the most important ministerial duties by filling out the survey 
using this online link. 

For members and friends who do not have computers or are otherwise “internet challenged,” members of the 
COM will be available with their computers in the fellowship hall after Sunday services on September 11 and 18 
to help you complete the survey. 

Watercolor Class for All Levels Sept 10 
Join professional artist and art educator, Faith 
Rockenstein for a three-hour watercolor class on 
Saturday, September 10 from 10 am to 1 pm. All 
materials are included; but bring your own lunch. 
Participants must be 18 years or older. Fee is $100; part 
will be donated to UUCS. 

Participants of all watercolor experience levels will 
discover a variety of techniques to use when creating their artwork. Limit of 6 participants. Sign up online here. 

Open House at New Micro-Shelter Site September 11 
Church@thePark is inviting the entire community to an open house at the new Village of Hope site, 1210 Center 
Street, Sunday, September 11 from 1 pm to 3 pm and from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. UUCS supporters of Habitat 
and Hope Village, Inc. (HHV) will be invited to tour Shower Trailer Number 1 (ST1) that was funded mainly by 
UUCS congregants, and a laundry trailer recently purchased by C@tP. No RSVP is needed. 

C@tP develops and manages micro-shelter and safe parking sites in Salem. HHV donated ST1 to C@tP in July. 
It is being moved to the new site from its original location at the former Village of Hope in northeast Salem. There 
will be a Property Blessing at 4 pm for those who want to join in prayer for the future use of the property. 

DJ Vincent, Founding Pastor and CEO of C@tP, writes that “…the Open House is a time for neighbors, 
supporters, and other interested parties to come and see the new site and to hear from staff about how the site 
will operate.” More information on C@tP in support of un-sheltered neighbors is on the C@tP website. 

~Paul Wilson on behalf of HHV. 

UU Voices for Justice at UUCS September 17 
Come to the first "in person" Oregon UU Voices for Justice (OUUVfJ) Annual 
meeting since COVID, Saturday, September 17 at 9 am. Best of all, UUCS is 
hosting this year! Cost is $5 to $15. This is an annual meeting for Oregon UUs, 
sponsored by Oregon UU Voices for Justice. UUs from around the state are invited. 

Hear a longtime activist with the Rural Organizing Project, (ROP) and an activist 
that worked on the Newberg school board recall and the Yamhill County 
commissioner recall. Hear about their successful organizing tools and what they 
would do differently. We will also have a legislative update.  

That afternoon help decide our focus for the coming year for Voices. Go to the Voices website to register. 
  

September 2022 

The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 
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On a trip to the New York City area this summer, we had occasion to drive several times through the Holland 
Tunnel under the Hudson River, and as I gazed up at this name above the entrance, I experienced a growing 
urge to spice it up with some graffiti. That this would have been extremely perilous, and illegal, dissuaded 
me. Yet, this latter concern alone might not have stopped me from getting bright gold paint and figuring out how 
to inscribe these words above the entrance: 

There is a light at the end of   [the Holland Tunnel] 

Every evening, just before the tunnel closes for ongoing repairs (a perpetual task), cars back up and frustration 
mounts. Just seeing these hopeful words might lighten things up and remind everyone that we make it through 
the frustrating, hard, dark times. 

These days it might seem almost clueless to put forth such a message and many might wryly counter that any 
light we see at the end of the tunnel will be the headlight of a train or a truck headed straight for us. 

There are indeed great challenges we face: climate change (this summer has been too darn hot!), political 
polarization, national and international instability, not to mention slogging through the pandemic and worrying 
about new diseases spreading. So, a light at the end of the tunnel? 

Well—to go literal on you—there is a lot of light out there. On many an evening I gaze up into the heavens to 
see the few stars within view as I try to wrap my mind around the fact that that there are more than two trillion 
galaxies in the known universe with the average galaxy containing one hundred million stars. There are way 
more stars in the universe than grains of sand in the entire world. All of which is to say that there is more light 
than you can imagine—yet try to imagine anyway, as a spiritual stretching exercise. Imagine all that light!  It's 
awesome. 

Then, there is spiritual light we discover when we peer into the human heart and discover the greatest mystery 
of all—the mystery of Transcendent, Selfless Love and Boundless Compassion for all Beings. This is a guiding 
principle underlying our lives in more ways than you might imagine. When our basic needs are met, and our 
minds are not poisoned by greed, hatred, and delusion (Buddhist tradition’s “three poisons” that afflict our minds 
and ruin our lives), our heart's default position is goodness, and this inclines me to be a “cosmic optimist.” Indeed, 
our free faith tradition is grounded in cosmic optimism, well summed up by the 14th century English mystic Julian 
of Norwich: “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.” 

The great political journalist and peace advocate Norman Cousins reminds us that “No one knows enough to be 
a pessimist.” Yet, we do know that getting lost in a fog of pessimistic doom and gloom makes it harder to see 
the light and find your meaning and purpose in life, and you are less likely to be aware of the truth. The beloved 
Sufi poet Rumi awakens us to this truth with his question to each one of us: “Don’t you know it yet? It is your light 
that lights the world.” 

So, even as we may still feel stuck in our tunnels that are under constant repair and wondering if it’s all going to 
collapse someday, let us realize our vital roles of being lights for one another and for all those with whom our 
precious lives intersect. Even as there are so many stars in the heavens, so also there are countless lights that 
shine in this world. That's something to bring joy. 

Love, 

Rick 
  



 
Hello everyone, 

As I reflect back on my first summer as the DLRE, I want to first say how proud I am of not only the LRE Team 
but the congregation as a whole, for their encouragement and participation that made this summer so wonderful 
for its children. So many of you volunteered your special gifts, your advice and most importantly, your time to get 
to know each other better and make the children feel loved and included in our community. Thank you! 

This coming year we have so many fun things planned! Time for All Ages will resume this month and, as we 
recall Annual Clean Up Day on September 4, we look forward to Water Communion on September 11. We will 
be planning a Parents Night to get to know each other better and learn what the parents and children want to 
see in their LRE Program this year. We have started a Youth Group for the older children so if you have kids 
interested in getting to know other members of the congregation their own age, plan fun events for them to go to 
and work on Social Justice projects, please contact me or email the LRE Team, lre.team@uusalem.org. 

Exciting news about the OWL (Our Whole Lives) Program! We had 7 members volunteer and complete their Owl 
Facilitator Training this summer for Grades K-1, 4-6, 7-9 and 10-12! We will be hosting the program for not only 
members of our congregation but for many members of churches in the area which have shown interest in it as 
well! Now that training is over, we can set a date and we will let you all know as soon as that happens! A BIG 
Thank You to those that donated your time and money to the LRE Team’s Owl Program training! We couldn’t 
have done it without you and after taking the training myself, I can honestly say that this program will help SO 
many children! If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at DLRE@uusalem.org or find me 
Sunday-Friday at the UUCS Campus. 

I look forward to all the fun, all the thought provoking questions, the endless learning, the teachable moments 
and the Sunday mornings to be spent with all of you! 

Sincerely,  

Molly Brown 

Director of Lifespan Religious Education, UUCS 

 

 

Women's Mini Retreat November 12 
Save the date! The Women's Retreat is returning to UUCS. We will be holding a one-
day mini retreat on Saturday, November 12. This is an opportunity to gather as UU 
women. The event will feature workshops, social time, a potluck, and planning for our 
first full retreat in 3 years to be held next spring. The event is still in the planning stages. 
Contact uuwomensgroup@uusalem.org if you are interested in helping to create the 
event.  

~Janet Stevens 
 

More Happenings and Highlights 

mailto:DLRE@uusalem.org


 

Those who remember when we were the First Unitarian Society of Salem, Oregon and met in the building on 
19th Street now occupied by Friends' Meeting will also remember Faith and Ralph Wykoff, active UU's here 
until they moved to Depoe Bay in the 1990's. Ralph died some years ago, and Jo Bateman recently informed us 
of Faith's death, mentioning an August 21 newspaper article. She and Faith were the last surviving members of 
a group of UUs who got together for lunch whenever one of them had a birthday. Rev. Rick officiated at their 
daughter's wedding and Jane Manning attended Sunday school with their daughter. The Strubles remember the 
Wykoffs for their interest in the Willamette/Community Orchestra as well as in UUCS. 

Many more readers certainly remember Kay Young, who died on June 16 at age 98. She was a mainstay of the 
Women's Alliance, along with her mother Laura Wells and daughter Jane Manning, and a regular attendee on 
Sundays until she broke her hip several years ago. With typical modesty, she had requested there be no 
memorial service after her death. A Wyoming native and a graduate of Corvallis High and Oregon State, she 
completed a dietetics internship at Johns Hopkins University. Married to Bill for 54 years and mother of two 
daughters, Kay also had a career as a dietician for Salem schools and created a continuing education program 
for school lunch personnel. 

~Elsa Struble 
 
Mandy Bray wrote in recently to say that she misses everyone in the UUCS community. She is very happy to 
be able to attend services via YouTube and she's working on rebuilding her life after caring for her mother, Mary 
Bray, for some years. Mary has Alzheimer's and is now living in Georgia. Mandy sends hugs and much gratitude 
to Lifelines for their help. You can reach Mandy at therealmandybray@gmail.com. 
 

 

When You Need Medical Equipment at UUCS 
UUCS has some donated medical equipment available to you when you need it. The equipment is stored in the 
attic above our kitchen. It is under the stewardship of Lifelines Lay Ministry; Rick Davis is the contact person. 
These pieces of equipment are available for loan; bring them back when you are finished with them. But keep it 
if you have a permanent need. The equipment includes: 4 wheelchairs; 4 adult potty chairs; a male urinal; 2 four-
footed canes; 5 walkers; 3 walkers with seats; 4 pair of crutches; a back brace; and 3 chairs. 

~Lorna Youngs 

Coffee Helpers Are Needed…and Appreciated! 
We need you: For the second year, as part of our “shared ministry” campaign, we are asking all members of the 
congregation to help with coffee service one or two times during the year. Hopefully this will give everyone an 
opportunity to meet others as well as being of service to our community. Duties include making coffee, heating 
water for tea, setting out cups and treats, providing treats, washing dishes, and just being the kind friendly people, 
you already are. 

See the coffee service schedule: A schedule has already been created which includes most members. You 
can easily scroll down the alphabetized list to find which Sundays you are scheduled for. We are asking all 
members to help with Coffee Service. See the schedule for the days you are assigned to help. If you don’t see 
your name on the schedule, let us know; we would love to include you. The more the merrier! 

Thanks Team Leaders and Helpers: Thanks to the Team Leaders who will be heading the coffee service teams 
throughout the year. Most of all, thanks to YOU who will be providing the service! It is okay if you haven’t helped 
before. Team Leaders and others on your team can help you learn the ropes, or in this case, the coffee beans. 
Your Team Leader will be contacting you, probably by email, the Monday prior to the Sunday with a reminder 
that you will be helping. If you can’t make that date, no worries, try and see if you can switch with someone, or 
help by providing treats. Your team leader, or Anna or Sara with the Connections Team, should be able to help 
you with this as well. If you have any other questions or concerns, please contact Anna or Sara 
at connectionsteam@uusalem.org 

~Anna and Sara 
 

 News of the Community 

Help Offered and Appreciated! 
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Highlights from the August Social Justice Team meeting 
At the August Social Justice meeting we decided to donate $250 to the Salem Peace Lecture. Those attending 
also discussed Resiliency Hubs, where people come together to support each other and their community when 
extreme weather disrupts their community. It’s an interesting idea, but we need to know more about it. Also 
mentioned were Keyhole Gardens that provide fresh, nutritious food in impoverished countries with poor soil, 
bad weather, and starving people. Information on how to make a keyhole garden is available online. UUCS might 
consider making a demonstration keyhole garden to introduce the concept to our community. 

Upcoming social justice events 
UUCS will be represented at Salem Pride in the Park on September 24 from 10 am to 6 pm. 

Commentary: coming together in an increasingly polarized world 
Our world is becoming increasingly polarized, I feel, because today’s politics is increasingly dominated by 
political culture wars driven by divisive wedge issues. They define members of the other political party as others 
who are not like us and whose values make them deplorable. Wedge issues driving this polarization include 
abortion, 2nd Amendment rights, global warming, LGBTQ+, the January 6 assault on the Capitol, and religion.  

People in different religions might share the same concerns but divisiveness caused by wedge issues 
discourages them from seeking shared interests. It might be possible that pro-choice and pro-life individuals 
have a profound interest in the health of the mother and child before and after birth. If they never seek common 
ground, they won’t know if there are issues they can work on together. 

Finding shared interests between groups that are polarized seems to be an impossible task. That doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t try. The only way to know the shared interests and concerns is to get people together and let them 
talk. I’d like to hear if you feel seeking shared interests between UU’s and other religions is a good idea or not. I 
can be reached at jprouu@gmail.com. 

~John Prohodsky, Social Justice Committee Chair 
 

 
For the month of September, we continue to get to learn more about the people involved in creating the Sunday 
Service. This month we learn about Marcia Christenson, part of the Homilist/Storyteller team who also does 
special music and is cantor at times for the service. So, without further ado, here’s Marcia…. 

Position/s for Sunday Services: Currently, I participate in all things musical related to the Sunday services. About 
to get one Homily under my belt [now finished]. I’m still exploring what other activities I can participate in. 

What do you most like about your position/s: I love connecting people through music, either by making hymns 
accessible as a cantor to encourage everyone to join in singing (with gusto!) or by bringing a special piece of 
music to share that will hopefully engage people collectively in a transformational community experience. I love 
to sing in choir also for both of those reasons. Check back about the homily experience—though I am grateful 
for the opportunity. 

What is one thing you would change: Everyone would have a home. 

What is your idea of perfect happiness: Those moments of full and peaceful presence with all living things around 
me. They are rare and highly sought after. 

What is your greatest achievement: To date, the people-to-people connections I have been able to facilitate. I’ve 
had many wonderful musical ensemble opportunities and on-the-day-job moments where disputes resolved, I’ve 
been thanked and granted awards. Everything pales in comparison to those magic moments of human 
connection in music or mediation or family bonding. Therefore, I hope to continue to reach for more and greater 
opportunities to make these connections. 

What do you regard as the lowest depths of despair: There have been times when all joy seemed lost, anything 
I had worked toward seemed failed, and the most precious relationships seemed to be broken. In those moments, 
despair was palpable and hope for any life beyond could not be seen. Thankfully, these times change. At those 
times, I am grateful for impermanence. 

Social Justice News and Commentary 

Behind the Chalice 

https://davesgarden.com/guides/articles/view/3726
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What is your greatest extravagance: Taylor guitars. 

Who or what is the greatest love of your life: My children and grandchildren are my greatest loves, with music a 
very close second (just a wee bit behind).  

Who are your heroes in fiction: I am not sure I have a fictional hero.  

Who are your heroes in real life: Brother Roger of the Taizé community, Thich Nhat Hahn, Pete Seeger 

What is a meaningful piece of music for you: Lark Ascending by Ralph Vaughn Williams. I feel at one with that 
lark as she flits up and down throughout this gorgeous piece of music. Also, the “Concerto de Aranjuez” by 
Joaquin Rodrigo because it is so achingly beautiful and I cannot move while listening, so transported am I. Oh, 
and the 6th movement, the Bogoroditse Devo from Rachmaninoff Vespers, which I consider to be the most 
gorgeous piece of choral music ever, ever composed, addressing the Blessed Mother. Seriously, only one?!?  

Where do you like to go in nature to revive: The beach. I grew up literally on the beach in the SF Bay Area and 
Carmel, CA. The sound of the surf, salty air, fog, breezes, birds, sand and rocks. I love it all; it revives my spirit. 
I love anything to do with ships as well and can spend hours watching them in Astoria and Seattle. 
 

 

The UUCS Board met via Zoom on August 8, 2022, and addressed the following issues: 

Options for an Office Presence During Sunday Services: The UUCS Board discussed options for staffing 
the UUCS office during the time of the Sunday service. This type of personal contact is an essential part of 
congregational growth and engagement. This is not a requirement for UUCS staff, but alternate staff options 
exist. There was a suggestion to hire a person to staff the Sunday office and for related duties, but UUCS does 
not have the budget to add staff. There was also discussion about having a volunteer permanently assigned on 
Sunday, perhaps from the Membership Team. The Board will work on options to address this need. 

COVID Relief Policy: The UUCS Board adopted a COVID Relief Policy for staff. The policy clarifies the salary 
that will be paid to staff if they are unable to work in person due to COVID, or if the UUCS building is closed due 
to COVID. This action was needed because there had been a temporary policy in place based on government 
COVID requirements, including mandatory church closures. A permanent policy ensures that staff are paid 
during COVID restrictions. There is no additional cost, as staff will receive their regular pay if required to work 
from home.   

Update on the search for a new Treasurer: The Nominating Committee is continuing its ongoing search for a 
replacement for the current Treasurer, Sharon Pierson, who is resigning to spend a year in France with family. 
This search has been unsuccessful.  There was discussion about the position requirements in the UUCS by-
laws, and what can be separated from the official Treasurer duties. The UUCS Board has asked the Finance 
Team to research options if a Treasurer cannot be found, including a review of by-laws requirements and 
potential duties that could be done by other volunteers. There was also discussion about informing the 
congregation of this urgent need and identifying potential volunteers in the congregation. 

Family Promise: The Family Promise program is reactivating its hosting program that had been paused during 
the COVID crisis. UUCS Family Promise volunteers attended a meeting on August 4 with the Family Promise 
coordinator. Family Promise is planning to resume hosting families in churches in the cold winter months of 
November – February. Family Promise wanted to know if UUCS will host families in our building. UUCS has a 
concern about getting volunteers to help with hosting families. The response was not great before COVID 
requirements shut the building. However, there are other ways to help. UUCS could host families and Family 
Promise would provide the people to prepare meals and serve as overnight hosts. Or UUCS could partner with 
other churches to share hosting responsibilities. Another concern was COVID protocols. Family Promise will 
work with whatever protocols UUCS requires. The UUCS Family Promise leadership is exhausted because of 
the lack of volunteers for leadership and the program, but they are discussing ways to recruit. There was 
discussion about ways to communicate the volunteer needs and options for Family Promise, like having the 
coordinator make a Sunday presentation from the pulpit or a newsletter article. 

Strategic Plan Update: A Vision and Mission group is planning a development project that will begin in 
September. Sara Pickett is leading a group to begin structuring the goals and objectives for discussion when the 
next Team Council meeting is scheduled. 
  

Splinters from the Board 



 

Religious Education 
In person, during service 

Sunday Service 
In-person and Live-streamed 

Fellowship Time 
In person 

10:30 am 10:30 am Noon 
September Share the Plate Recipient: HOME Youth and Resouce Center 

Sunday, September 11  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
Water Communion: "One Drop at a Time" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Cantor: Marcia Christenson 

 
Come experience the Water Communion and how the power of community comes through each of our gifts 

blending together, like drops of water in a pond. 

Sunday, September 18  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
"Imagine" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
Cantor: Faith Rockenstein 

 
Beginning this Sunday, we will begin an all-congregational visioning process to learn of your heart's dream for 

our congregational community so that we might weave our dreams together into a beautiful tapestry that will 

inspire us and remind us of who we are called to be. 

Sunday, September 25  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
"Stories We Live By" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens 
Cantor: Cheryl Randall 

 
You and I are like sailboats on the great ocean of being and there are many winds—narratives and stories—

that blow us in all manner of directions, both wonderful and horrendous. What narratives are blowing in your 

sails? Where is this taking you? 

Sunday, October 2  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
"Animals R Us" 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett 
 

The first Sunday of October is our annual Animal Blessing Service. Send in or bring in a photo of a favorite 

animal OR you can bring your pet (if you deem it safe and feasible) to be blessed during our service. Together, 

let's reflect on our relationships with all living beings. 

  

Sunday Services and Religious Education 

https://www.co.marion.or.us/BOC/MWHI/Documents/SubcommitteesMaterials/MWHI_PublicSafety/092116_HOME-YouthandResourceCenter.pdf
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Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
revrick@uusalem.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Education: 
Molly Brown dlre@uusalem.org 

RE Sunday Assistant: Open  
 
Director of Music: Open 

music@uusalem.org 
 
Board Chair: Lynn Cardiff 

boardchair@uusalem.org 
 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Assistant: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 am to 1 pm 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/uusalem 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 
Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa 
Struble. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS 
space. 

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form 
is a one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week 
email and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next 

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, September 30. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. 

noon. 
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