The Chalice and the Flame
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community.
A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR

September 2021
UUCS Building Closed For In-person Services and All Building Use
The highest priority for the UUCS Re-opening Team is the safety of our members. Because of this and because
of the spike of daily COVID rates and high test positivity, the team has decided to close our building to in-person
services and all building use.
The team determined that the building will be closed to groups, meetings and indoor services until OHA
numbers indicate a 7-day average of less than 200 cases per 100K in Marion County AND less than 50
hospitalized in Region 2. Both of these statistics are in line with rates before we closed again, and with the
guidelines that were in place prior to June 30. The seven day average Hospitalizations for Region 2
The Reopening Team consists of staff and church members representing a broad range of viewpoints and
activities. Contact Christine Ertl, boardchair@uusalem.org with any questions.
Water Water Everywhere, What is My Soul to Think?
It is Water Communion time! Last year, we had such a wonderful service with the great pictures of water you
sent in that we would love to do it again this year. So, think of a water source that is special to you and send a
picture of it to productionteam@uusalem.org. Be sure to include your name and a one-line dedication of this
water. Deadline is September 7 at 10:00 pm. Now go out there and start snapping! Thanks so much from The
Worship Team
Bingo Night October 23
Mark your calendar to enjoy an evening of fun playing online Bingo on October 23! You'll be able to join friends
and family to play games for prizes and chat while you play. The Fundraising Committee is looking for Bingo
Callers. If you are interested in helping, contact Christine Ertl, boardchair@uusalem.org.
Participate in Our Shared Ministry
September is here and with it the start of a new year for things such as schools and churches. Possibly, this
year could be the start of a new involvement for you in something that speaks to your soul, your skills, your
connection to the religious community of UUCS that you have chosen as part of your spiritual journey. "But what
do I have to offer the congregation?" you may ask?
You have yourself and within you the possibilities of gifts and talents both known and unknown to you. What
better way to explore those gifts and talents than by being involved in the shared ministry of this congregation?
You can do this by finding out more about the different teams that are around and looking at the possibility of
getting involved.
To help you find out more about what is available at UUCS, the Team Council will present a 5 week focus on
various teams and committees. Be on the lookout on the website and during services when the different
possibilities will be discussed. Discussions will happen during the Sunday Services where team leaders will
speak about the different possibilities to explore, share your abilities, and make new connections with one
another.
Here is the schedule for Sunday service presentations:
September 12: Finance and Life Lines Teams
September 19: Facilities Team, Landscape and Art sub-committees
September 26: Worship, Production, and Music Teams, Lifespan Religious Education
October 3: Microfinance, Communications, and Office Teams, Rick introducing Homiletics
October 10: Social Justice, Membership & Connections Teams, Compassionate Mind Sangha affiliated
ministry.
We hope that you see the possibilities available and grab onto the opportunity to get involved. Your presence is
what makes this congregation a community.
~The Team Council
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During this extended time when the pandemic has rendered it unsafe for us to gather, I often find myself
all alone at our beautiful spiritual home on many a late afternoon. I enjoy this solitude because I am a
gregarious introvert who loves people but also loves being alone sometimes for meditation and reflection.
Everywhere I look here at UUCS I am reminded of the life of our community – how it has grown, adapted,
evolved over the years. Each year has added new layers of depth and meaning as new projects and
improvements were undertaken and completed. Our building is no longer new – it has the beginnings of
a rich history.
In my mind’s eye I envision what is here today compared to 1997 when we first broke ground on land
largely overtaken by sharp thorned invasive Himalayan blackberries and other noxious, invasive plants
that made Bateman Woods a forbidding and impenetrable thicket where few dared to go.
Now there is a beautiful landscaped area in front, and paths children and others often explore in Bateman
Woods – restoring this land is an ongoing project. Meanwhile, the facilities team has used this interim
period to great advantage, as you will see when you return.
As I wander alone around UUCS I remember the many meaningful events have taken place here – the
worship services, concerts, plays, parties, dances, classes, meetings, meditations, rites of passage – child
dedications, weddings and memorial services.
When I remember those many who are no longer with us, who befriended us and worked and planned
and sweated and did whatever needed doing to keep the heart of our beloved congregation beating I feel
both grief and gratitude.
Shakespeare says it well: “then can I drown an eye, unused to flow/ for
precious friends hid in death’s dateless night.” (Sonnet 30).
And then I remember all of you who have largely disappeared from my life during this challenging time of
separation. How I have missed seeing you and being with you in person. There is no substitute for
being together in the same space as we build community and seek the deepest meanings and highest
purposes of our lives together.

At this moment I don’t know when we will be able to gather, but that day will come. And when that day
comes will YOU come? My fear is that in not getting out much during the pandemic it may have become
a habit for many of us – indeed, there might be a temptation to just stay in your comfort zone. Comfort
zones are fine for respite but not permanent refuge. If you simply stay in your comfort zone you do not
grow – indeed, if you only stay in your comfort zone it will shrink.
It can be a stretch to come here for worship on a Sunday morning. Yet I also know that getting out of
one’s comfort zone and exploring one’s stretch zone is the path of growth and deeper understanding.
A new congregational year is dawning upon us. It is a time of great turmoil and change. It is a time when
we need one another more than ever before.
Love,
Rick
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Lifespan Religious Education

~ Lily Walker, Director, Lifespan Religious Education
Lily is on vacation at this time. Her column will return next month.
The LRE team will be meeting soon to decide how to provide LRE activities while the building is
closed. Watch our website and “This Week at UUCS” (Friday email) for updates.

Happenings and Highlights
Celebrating Diversity Concert Series Begins October 12
Celebrate the cultural diversity of the Salem area through a nine-concert live streamed series this coming fall
through spring! The UUCS Music department has planned the monthly concert series from October, 2021
through June, 2022. Series planner, Dr. Kit Abrahamson states, “We want to support the musical community in
and around Salem. This varied lineup will help celebrate our community’s cultural diversity with live music.”
As of right now, all concerts will be live-streamed. Online streaming tickets for individual concerts are $5 each,
with a discount for purchasing the whole series. Watch for the link to buy tickets coming soon.
Tuesday, October 12: Sarah Saul Jazz Combo provides a take on Jewish melodies and compositions
stemming from classic tunes to jazz standards written by Jewish composers.
Friday, November 12: Son Huitzilín presents a mix of Afromestizo songs of Mexico played on traditional
instruments with dance.
Tuesday, December 14: Kit Abrahamson and Stephanie Lynn Smith play Oregon Art Song composed by
queer Oregon composers.
Tuesday, January 11: Julianne Jackson, a singer-songwriter, leads Black Joy Oregon as one of her roles.
Friday, February 11: Uhuru Youth Choir, made up of youth and young adults from Salem’s refugee
community, expresses God’s love and joy through song.
Friday, March 11: Rich McCloud l combines rap, soul, hip-hop, pop, blues-rock, folk, and poetry.
Friday, April 15: Masumi Timson performs on the Koto, a traditional Japanese stringed instrument
(assisted by Dr. Kit Abrahamson).
Friday, May 13: Monmouth Taiko plays traditional and modern Japanese taiko drum compositions. Taiko
is played on large drums with choreographed dance and movement.
Tuesday, June 14: Robin Gentlewolf performs on a Native American Style flute.
Coffee Connections
Greetings, members and friends of UUCS Sunday Services. Have you been missing something during
Fellowship time? Something maybe like……coffee? As you both live in the Pacific Northwest and are Unitarian
Universalists, the need of caffeine runs deep in you: we know and understand. At the point when we will to be
able to start serving coffee, tea, and treats during fellowship hour, we will need your skills and talents!
To proactively organize this for the year, we have already put your name down in hopes that you are willing
and able to help. Never done this before? No worries, teams will be set up so that people who have done this
before are paired with those that are new to this. We are hoping that with enough people doing this, you will
only be asked one or two times a year. It is a great and easy way to get more involved, meet new people and
hang out with old friends.
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About once a month, the Connections Team will send out an email to that month's chosen participants, asking for
a reply. Please reply regardless of whether or not you will be able to join in this service opportunity. You will be
able to change the suggested date, if you need to.
Of course, COVID puts a fun spin on this as it does everything, so there may be times during the year (such as
right now) when we have to stop doing this for a while. Let’s hang in there, though, and keep this community
going!
Thank you and we look forward to connecting with you.
~Anna and Sara, Connections Team, connectionsteam@uusalem.org
HHV Update
Habitat and Hope Village, Inc. will continue to negotiate a lease agreement with UUCS. Throughout this process,
HHV will also focus on helping individual low needs women by engaging with other organizations in simpler nearterm transitional housing alternatives.
We hope to present a detailed plan during the Sept. 26 UUCS Sunday service.
Women’s Group Meetings Suspended
The UUCS Women's Group meetings have been postponed until such time as we can gather together in person.
We continue to fund raise through the Bottle Drop program by collecting returnable bottles and cans. For collection
bags or more information about the group contact uuwomensgroup@uusalem.org.

News of the Community
Carolyn Woodman had back surgery in early August, and then suffered a severe reaction to her prescribed pain
medication. But she is progressing well. The surgery was a success: her year-long back pain is gone. She is
now in physical, occupational and speech therapy. Joel writes that they are optimistic that, given time, she will
have close to a complete recovery.
Gary Klein’s 90-year-old mom fell and broke her hip last week (as she had five years ago). Her current
retirement home was swift in getting EMS folks to show up and speed her to a hospital emergency room. She
had surgery within three days of her fall, and she is now at a rehab center. Her spirits are very good; she still has
quite a strong voice and good vision. The nurses noted that her overall body and mind are in much better shape
than those of most women of her age. And prior to the accident, she clearly had better mobility than most
women who broke their hip five years ago. Prior to this latest injury, Gary and his brothers had already scheduled
a family visit with her this coming November, just two weeks after her 91st birthday.
Vicki Cunningham is doing fine after surgery, and says she will be back to ordinary effort levels in another week.
She began walking for exercise again last week. She is still super busy at Brooks Historical Society, trying to
reorganize while all buildings are closed.
Sharon Pierson is helping set up the new season for Salem City Club. She is no longer president, but the
transition is work. Sharon and Neil get nearly daily updates on their shared online photo album of their beautiful
six-month old granddaughter, who has started to vocalize loudly and consistently. Some members of the family
hear "words", such as "grandfather". Her happy smiles bring joy to everyone.
Amelia Bray-Meehan and her husband David (Communications members for Facebook and website,
respectively) have been camping at Diamond Lake.
The big event for Elsa and me is that, encouraged by UU's Jo Bateman and Kay & Phil Cogswell, we paid the
deposit to join the waiting list for Capital Manor. It will be six months to two years before we can move in. My big
concern is the stereotype that when you move into a retirement place, you’re on the shelf; your productive life is
over!
As always, I invite you all to tell me about events in your lives that could be of interest to other congregation
members. Also, tell me about things you know about others who might not think to tell me themselves. I’m
usually one of the last to know what’s going on, so I need your help!
~Submitted by George Struble.
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email
your request to the UUCS office at office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical
address.
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Social Justice Report
When UUCS reopened, the Social Justice Team was going to collect supplies for a bag of toiletries, feminine
products, brushes, combs, and more to provide grooming and life basics for women leaving correctional and
mental health institutions. These everyday items are taken for granted except when you don’t have them. The
bag builds self-confidence, solves real problems, and helps those women feel that there is someone looking out
for them. The basic bag would contain:
•
Soap or waterless hand cleaner
•
Shampoo
•
Hairbrush and/or comb
•
Tampons or sanitary napkins
•
Toothbrush and toothpaste
•
Band-Aids
•
Masks
•
Backpack or tote bag
Other items could be in the bag depending on the season. In the summer sunscreen might be included and in the
winter a hat, gloves and a scarf could be included depending on needs. Social service agencies would distribute
the bags.
The continued closure of UUCS makes it difficult for the Social Justice Team to collect items for the bag. We will
be exploring ways to collect those items. We hope to involve other faith communities in obtaining supplies for the
bags.
A significant issue for the houseless is the lack of access to toilets and trash receptacles. Salem has not provided
(and has discouraged) the placement of porta-potties and trash receptacles where our houseless population can
access them. Besides creating a public health crisis, Salem has contributed to the loss of dignity of the
houseless. The Social Justice team is working towards creating a resolution to be approved by the congregation
stating Salem should allow and provide porta-potties and trash receptacles for the houseless.
Engaging members while the church has been closed is challenging. By November we hope to have an online
social justice community and the ability to inform the congregation of social justice activities and meetings by
direct email.

Remembering a Dramatic Event in UUCS History
In Rick’s column in this issue, Rick remarks on the events that have taken place as our history in our church
builds.
Let me share what I regard as the most dramatic event in our history. First, I must set the stage.
Our member Elizabeth Bogner and her family had hosted Aman Danyonlov, an exchange student from
Kazakhstan. Aman became like family. When Aman returned home, Kazakhstan was not a stable place; he was
subjected to beatings, his papers, money, and clothes were taken from him, and he was in line to be drafted into
the army. So, Elizabeth invited him to return and make his home in the U.S.
Well, easier said than done! A visa to the U.S. was denied, but Mexico seemed possible. With no Mexican
consulate in Kazakhstan, he had to go to Moscow. Officials in Moscow took his money and papers, beat and
jailed him, and the Mexican consulate gave him a runaround, and after weeks of jail and beatings, he was given
48 hours to get out of Moscow – without a visa. Meanwhile, Elizabeth had had to send more money to get Aman
out of jail, pay bribes, etc. Our church raised $3,100 to help. Elizabeth managed to get him to Turkey.
But Aman was Muslim and people were on edge about Muslim terrorists, so there was no progress on a visa.
We learned that Elizabeth had flown to Turkey to see what she could do in person.
And then on Sunday morning, January 16, 2000, she and Aman were seated among us! The atmosphere was
electric as we realized what was happening. She and Aman lit a celebratory candle, to an excited standing
ovation.
Elizabeth explained to us that the Mexican embassy in Turkey would not issue a visa because Aman had been
denied one twice by the U.S. Desperate, she visited the American embassy, where the embassy official was not
helpful. Elizabeth asked him whether, when he joined the Foreign Service, it was because he wanted to help
people and make the United States a more humane institution? He issued the visa!
~Submitted by George Struble
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Splinters from the Board
Treasurer Report
Fiscal year 2020-2021 closed on June 30, showing a total income of $328,600 or 100.4%. Of this income
$32,991 (10%) was actually transferred from the prior year’s Emergency Fund. Using the Emergency Fund for
operations is a concern as it affects the amount of ongoing savings. In the current fiscal year (2021-22),
$20,000 was carried over.
Facilities Team Report
The team remains very busy this summer. The lights in the sanctuary are being converted from florescent to
LED. Installations have been completed for new cameras and lights for live-stream capability, the furnace and air
conditioning, and flooring in the kitchen. Thanks to the team for all this great work!
Investment Policy
The UUCS Investment Policy was updated to clarify that the Treasurer will recommend the amount to be
invested. The Finance Team requested that the Board approve this clarification. The Memorial Fund and other
“savings”, including funds in the checking account, are the source of the investment funds and they are currently
invested with Vanguard.
Rental Agreement Policy
Rentals are the domain of the Finance Team, who recommended the policy for board approval. The policy,
written by board and staff members, establishes 4 categories of renters, and rental rates vary by these
categories. The policy created a change in rentals by member-supported non-profits, who will now be asked to
“pay as able” instead of offering in-kind services in exchange for rent. It also clarifies that once a rental has been
approved, it cannot be “bumped” by a member event.
Temporary Work Authorization
This authorization that allowed Dr. Kit Arahamson to take on some duties of the Music Director last spring was
extended, retroactive to July 1 through December, 2021. There is no additional cost for the shift.
Fundraising Team
Two fundraising events were approved by the Finance Team: a concert series celebrating diversity and a harvest
dance. These events were expected to raise several thousand dollars in revenue. However, because the
building has been closed again for COVID safety, the dance has been postponed and the concert series will now
be live-streamed only.
Donations
All non-pledge donations to the congregation whether monetary or otherwise must be approved by the board.
While all donations are appreciated some are not appropriate and will be turned down, with gratitude for the
thoughtfulness of the donor.

Outdoor service on September 5
“Weed and Trim”
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Behind the Chalice
Happy Fall from Behind the Chalice. As we again take a pause from having services you can attend in person,
let us continue finding out more about the people from Behind the Chalice. This month it is Becky Harrison.
Welcome Becky! Here is what she said:
Position for Sunday Services: Soundboard.
What do you most like about your position: It brings me back to when I was a late-night programmer at
KBOO radio in Portland. I also like helping out with the production of our services.
What is your idea of perfect happiness: Being one with my health, friends, and life.
What is your greatest achievement: Writing 6 books and getting my BS in Science the same month that
I turned 19 years old.
What do you regard as the lowest depths of despair: apathy.
What is your greatest extravagance: Volunteer travels around the world.
Who or what is the greatest love of your life: No one at this time.
Who are your heroes in fiction: One is Billy Pilgrim from Slaughterhouse Five.
Who are your heroes in real life: the late Harry Chapin, Pete Seeger, and Ralph Nader.
What is a meaningful piece of music for you: Fur Elise.
Where do you like to go in nature to revive: the Oregon Coast.
Anything else: I loved being a special education teacher in the Portland Public Schools. I felt that I
made a difference in some lives, as well as my own.
So there you have it…
~Until next time, we remain yours in service from Behind the Chalice.

Worship Services and Religious Education
Fellowship Time

Sunday Services and LRE

10:30 am

Live-streamed
September Share the Plate Recipient:
Sunday, September 12

Water Communion

Noon

(via Zoom)
CAUSA
The Rev. Richard R. Davis

Celebrant: Gloria Holland
Music: Laura Christian and Kit Abrahamson
In our religious tradition, two unique rituals that bookend our congregational year remind us of our place in the
greater scheme of life. Our Flower Communion in June reminds us to feel honest pride in our unique selves and
how this enriches the whole. Our Annual Water Communion reminds us to recognize our unique call to serve and
participate in something greater than the individual self. (Have a small container of water on hand for participation
in our first virtual Water Communion ritual.)

Sunday, September 19

The Rev. Richard R. Davis
"The Borders of Your Being"

Celebrant: Barbara Stebbins-Boaz
Music: Laura Christian and Kit Abrahamson
There are lots of international borders in our world that carve up the world. For some, these borders are seen as
walls on the other side of which exists that which is dangerous, undesirable, unwelcome. For others these are
permeable boundaries that do not divide.
As individuals we have our own borders - it's good to have a
conversation from time to time with your inner personal border guards to see what they're up to.

Sunday, September 26

Habitat & Hope Village

HHV Leadership

Celebrant: Brenna Norval
Music: Laura Christian and Kit Abrahamson
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis
rdavis@uuma.org
Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration:
Lily Walker dlre@uusalem.org
LRE Assistant: Sarah Rohrs

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org
This issue was edited by Sharon Pierson, with
help from Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. Final
formatting completed by S. Pierson.

Music: Laura Christian and
Kit Abrahamson
music@uusalem.org

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.

Board Chair: Christine Ertl
boardchair@uusalem.org

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email
and/or Facebook.

Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney
Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 503-364-0932
E-mail: office@uusalem.org
UUCS Internet Links to:
Website: www.uusalem.org
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem
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DEADLINES:
Newsletter: The deadline for the next
newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, October 1, 2021.
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon.
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