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November 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Compassionate Connections Resumes November 8 
If you need a compassionate connection with Reverend Rick and the members of Life Lines Lay Ministry, please 
join us on the second Sunday of each month at noon. Although we meet online, we will do our best to create a 
safe and confidential space for you to share your concerns and in turn receive the support and compassion that is 
the foundation of our congregation.  The next meeting will be November 8.  Click here to join the meeting. 

Friday the 13th Trivia Night 
Join the fun on Friday, November 13 at 7 pm for this UUCS November Zoom event 
sponsored by the Connections Team. Participants will be split into teams of 6 to 10 each, 
depending on the number of people that join. There will be 7 rounds. Teams will go to their 
own Zoom breakout room to work on one round at a time. Between rounds, teams will 
reconvene in the main room to score their answers. To ensure family members get a 
chance to enjoy the company of others, it is best if as many people in the household as 
possible have their own devices so they can be in different teams. (Remember, different 
team members should be in different rooms – cheating causes feedback.) Because the 
suspense is too great to wait, here are the trivia themes: General Knowledge, Marvel Movies, Before and After 
TV Shows, Audio Round: Duets – Name the Song and Both Artists, Legendary Athletes, One Letter Answers and 
Friday the 13th. Click here to register online. 

Fellowship Time via Zoom 
If you're really missing coffee hour after the service, join Fellowship Time 
via Zoom. The meeting will last about 30 minutes. You'll begin together and 
then be put into small "break-out rooms" for discussion. Bring your coffee 
and click to join! Sign up using our online form. 

M.O.R.P.H. Giving Tree is Virtual This Year   
The Mindful Organization for the Recovery of Psychological Health, M.O.R.P.H.  (formerly the Mental Health 
Association of Marion County) is asking for your help in providing holiday gifts for people with significant mental 
health conditions who are lacking support from friends or family. Please join us in reaching out to those who are 
so often alone and forgotten. You are invited to donate either through PayPal on the UUCS website or by mailing 
a gift card to the church. 

To make an online donation, visit the Make a One-Time Donation page 
and click on the Donate Now button. You will see a page like the image 
on the right.  Click on the Donate with PayPal button. In the dialogue box, 
select "Other" and click on “Write a note,” then type in "M.O.R.P.H.". 

$20 Gift cards from stores like Dollar Tree, or Walmart or an easily 
accessible fast food establishment are also welcome.  Cards must be 
received at UUCS by December 4.  Mail them to Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Salem, 5090 Center St. NE, Salem, Oregon 97317. 

For questions, contact Nina Donnelly at 503-949-6266. 

Would You Like A Friendly Call? 
Wouldn't it be nice to get a friendly call from another UUCS member in the midst of an isolating pandemic just to 
say "hi" and chat? Our Engagement Team is working on making that happen in the next few months. A team of 
volunteers will be calling as many members as we can as one more way to make connections. If you get a call, 
we won't be asking for anything, we'll just be calling to check in and share a brief conversation. We can always 
use more congregation members to help make calls - the more callers we have the more members we can call. If 
you have questions about this project or would like to volunteer to make a few calls every few months, please 
email membership@uusalem.org. 

https://uusalem.org/somemeetinglink/lifelines/compassionateconnections
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/ce144524
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/ce1445
https://uusalem.org/pledge-or-donate-overview/make-a-one-time-donation/
mailto:membership@uusalem.org
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Here I am sitting at the computer keyboard, wondering what I can say at this unusual time of uncertainty on the 
eve of this momentous election, knowing that you might be reading these words after the election (which is not to 
say we’ll know the outcome at that time). This is a hinge moment in our national history, and we may turn in a 
good direction or not – it all depends upon the outcome of the election and I don’t know how it will go. No one 
does. 

Yet, there are some facts of life that transcend the ups and downs, the ebb and flow, of history. Whichever way 
this election swings, we will still have our relationships with one another which provide a network of support 
during good times and bad. For the many compassionate and loving relationships that I have with you, the 
members and friends of our UUCS community and all my friends and loved ones, I feel profound gratitude. 

That reminds me - Thanksgiving is nearly upon us. This year the holiday season will be different because of the 
social distancing we must practice. It’s OK to let go of high expectations during these coming holidays and allow 
yourself to be as you must to remain safe. Even as we cannot feast and enjoy fellowship in person now, we can 
experience profound gratitude for the people in our lives. As you slowly read this Thanksgiving Classic from UU 
Minister Max Coots, pause after each section and see who appears in your mind’s eye and let your heart fill with 
gratitude: 

“A Garden Meditation” 

Let us give thanks for a bounty of people. 

For children, who are our second planting, and though they grow like weeds and the wind too soon blows them 
away, may they forgive us our cultivation and fondly remember where their roots are. 

Let us give thanks: 

For generous friends . . . with hearts . . . and smiles as bright as their blossoms; 

For feisty friends, as tart as apples; 

For continuous friends, who, like scallions and cucumbers, keep reminding us that we’ve had them; 

For crotchety friends, sour as rhubarb and as indestructible; 

For handsome friends, who are as gorgeous as eggplants and as elegant as a row of corn, and the others, as 
plain as potatoes and so good for you; 

For funny friends, who are as silly as Brussels sprouts and as amusing as Jerusalem artichokes; 

And serious friends as unpretentious as cabbages, as subtle as summer squash, as persistent as parsley, as 
delightful as dill, as endless as zucchini and who, like parsnips, can be counted on to see you through the winter; 

For old friends, nodding like sunflowers in the evening-time, and for young friends coming on as fast as radishes; 

For loving friends, who wind around us like tendrils and hold us, despite our blights, wilts and withering; 

And finally, for those friends now gone, like gardens past that have been harvested, but who fed us in their times 
that we might have life thereafter. 

For all these we give thanks. 

Love,  

Rick 
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For the month of November, Children’s Worship will meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 10 am to 
learn together on the theme of Healing. This month, we will explore the theme of Healing by way of 
Gratitude, Listening, Telling the Truth and Self-care. We will consider how gratitude helps healing by 
learning about prayer as a way of saying “thank you,” singing the beloved UU Hymn, “Spirit of Life,” 
and listing all the many things we are grateful for—from A to Z. We will consider how listening helps 
healing by discussing the Platinum Rule: Do unto others as they would want done to them. We will 
learn about healing by telling the truth about the story of the First Thanksgiving and learn why it’s not 
polite to appropriate traditions from other cultures. Finally, we will learn about healing ourselves 
through the practice of self-care, self-appreciation and self-love by sharing a cup of warm chicken 
soup together over Zoom. 

All families are welcome to join in the Children’s RE Zoom service at any point! If you know you are 
coming in advance, email me to arrange for supplies to be delivered to your home, or simply show up 
on Sunday morning — pajamas and pets are always welcome! 
Our Adult RE Class taught by Don Wolf and Rev. Rick has drawn quite a crowd! So far, students 
have covered the chapters on Hinduism and Buddhism. We have enjoyed detailed lectures from Don 
Wolf on the historical, socio-political, anthropological, cultural and philosophical angles of each 
religion, and a more heart-centered and personal reflection from Reverend Rick Davis, encouraging 
students to find ways to apply the material to their own path. The next class, November 24 at 6:30 
pm, will cover the chapter on Confucianism. Students may join the series at any time. Please email 
me at dlre@uusalem.org for more information. 

Finally, I am looking to arrange for volunteers to help transport items from the church parking lot to 
the refuse center/thrift store on Saturday afternoons in November. If you have a truck and a couple 
hours to volunteer between 2 and 3 pm on a Saturday in November, contact me to learn more about 
how you might help! 

~Lily Walker  

 

~ Lily Walker, Director, Lifespan Religious Education 

Lifespan Religious Education 

Behind the Chalice 

Well, gentle readers, it is time for a quick update on Behind the Chalice. The big exciting news is that the new 
computer came! Ahead of schedule! It is getting installed and comfortable in its new home. In case you are 
interested, it has a name: Adell. A-Dell. Get it? Got it? Good. (Look up Danny Kaye, The Court Jester, for 
reference.) After it was installed there were tests, lots of tests regarding the live streaming ability. As you read 
this in the newsletter, I hope you will have experienced our first live-streamed Sunday Service! 

In other news, the Connections Team will sponsor a Trivia Night, November 13. Yes, it is Friday the 13th. Yes, 
that might possibly be a category. See the article on Page 1 for more info! 

Until then, we remain yours in service, from --Behind the Chalice 

mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
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First, a small correction.  In this column in the October newsletter, I included news from “Jessica Hopkins.”  
Jessica’s last name is Wilson.  I was confused because her email is under the name Hopkins; it’s been driving 
Jessica bananas because Yahoo can’t/won’t fix it!  So let’s try to remember: Wilson. Wilson. Wilson! 

Marge French’s sister in St. Helens died on October 5.  I believe Marge was able to be with her.  Let ’s keep 
Marge in our thoughts. 

Mako Hayashi-Mayfield writes of her move to Capital Manor: “I thought it is about time I let others know that 
my husband Stan and I became residents of Capital Manor at the end of January, where we joined a few other 
UUCS members, the one who has lived here the longest being Jo Bateman.  Others are Phil and Kay Cogswell, 
and LeRoy and Sylvia Kline.  We are not living the kind of lifestyle that we expected to in our retirement 
community, but then who is living life as expected in this Pandemic of 2020?   There are many restrictions on 
activities and socializing due to this life-altering Coronavirus.  Capital Manor is very diligent about keeping this 
campus a safe environment, since we are all seniors here.  I’m looking forward to being able to move more freely 
after the recovery period has passed. 

“We live in the new expansion to Capital Manor called the Westside Villas, as do the 
Klines. Sylvia and I have neighboring plots in the community gardens here, which have 
been a great blessing for us, in being enjoyably outdoors, having social contacts with 
other gardeners, in the fresh produce for our tables, and the wealth of flowers which are 
feasts for the eyes! I know many more neighbors in our new locale than I did after living 
10 years in Creekside Estates.” 

Living with other senior residents, Mako learned that her orthopedist Dan Sewell, who 
had just done her knee replacement, had been the paperboy of one resident and in 
another resident’s 4-H group, while a third had been his principal in high school! 

Mako also has friends who were displaced by the Santiam Canyon wildfires in 
September. Since downsizing for the move to CM, Mako and Stan had excess furniture, 
which they donated to one friend as she starts over. 

Many of you remember Lise Adams-Sherry, our former DRE. She became a UU 
minister and served a historic church in Massachusetts. She is now contract minister in the Anchorage, Alaska 
fellowship. Lise wrote to me to get help in evaluating and disposing of a stamp collection that had been left to the 
Anchorage congregation. I was able to connect her with a helpful collector friend who lives in Anchorage. From the 
little I have heard about the collection I believe the Fellowship should net something between $8,000 and $40,000. 

As the virus continues to knock down plans we would like to make, we get to impersonate the mole in a Whack-a-
mole game and pop up somewhere else.  Look for the unexpected nice things all around us.  Like the wonderful 
Halloween ghoul – pictured left – our neighbors mounted in their front yard.  And the fridge magnet that some nice 
person attached to our bridge over Mill Creek; it’s too good not to share with you: 

May the light always find you on a dreary day; 

When you need to be home, may you find the way. 

May you always have courage to take a chance, 

And may you never find frogs in your underpants! 

~George Struble 

Help Needed and Appreciated! 

News of the Community 

Investment Committee Seeking New Members 
The Investment Committee of the Finance team is seeking new members. The Investment Committee is 
responsible for managing the UUCS investment account, developing investment policy statements embodying 
sound financial investment principles consonant with UU values, and modifying those policies as necessary to 
address changing market conditions and trends in the U.S. economy. The committee meets on a quarterly 
basis. For further information, contact Paul Manka, Chair of the Investment Committee, 
email: ptmanka@outlook.com. 

mailto:ptmanka@outlook.com
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Legacy Campaign Ends November 22 

The object of this campaign is to give us an opportunity to pay forward the benefits bequeathed to us by the 
builders of this church and congregation. We can build the UUCS endowment as well as our maintenance 
reserve and emergency reserve. Some members are making cash gifts now. Others are making provision for end
-of-life gifts, often from retirement accounts. All these help ensure a more secure future for our congregation. 

Before this campaign began, we knew of four members who had made end-of-life commitments.  During this 
campaign we have learned of six more commitments that had already been made; the total of those (ten) 
commitments is $885,000; of course, when it is time to receive those gifts, the amounts may be more, or less. 

During this campaign, eleven members have already stepped forward. Cash and securities gifts total $98,000, 
not all of which is to be paid this year. In addition, five members have made end-of-life provisions, with a current 
value of $68,000. Again, these will help UUCS in the future. 

More members are still considering how they can participate. I am grateful, because the $166,000 committed to 
date is far from our goal of $1,000,000. I encourage everybody to decide on their commitments by November 22, 
when this campaign closes, and tell me. 

The incentive to do it now is a challenge pledge: when the total of commitments – both current and end-of-life 
gifts – reaches $450,000, our anonymous donor will supply another $50,000.  And if we can get to $950,000, 
they will add yet another $50,000. I hope we won’t have to leave those gifts lying on the table unfulfilled! 

A number of members have expressed support for this campaign – as something for other people to do!  “Oh, 
were you talking to me?” Yes, I am. Nearly every one of us could designate some portion of I-can’t-take-it-with-
me to UUCS! 

If you would like to confer with one of us in considering your plans, call me at 503-364-3929 – or any other 
member of our Committee, listed on the back of our booklet. And if you have not received the booklet, please tell 
me, and I will supply you!          ~George Struble 

Social Justice News 
Social Justice Team Report 
As this article is being written, there is immense uncertainty about the future social justice environment. One 
presidential candidate supports removing social injustices and the other would roll back the gains in social justice. 
Because the social justice environment might change drastically, the social justice leadership has decided to wait until 
after the election to work on major social justice issues or, if needed, respond to post election actions of the presidential 
candidates. Regardless of who wins, we will continue to support community needs such as the clothing drive for the 
De Muniz Resource Center and holiday gifts for people with mental health conditions. Expect an email in early 
November about when the social justice team will meet online. 

~John Prohodsky and Jack Tally, Acting Social Justice Co-chairs 
Habitat & Hope Village News 
The Social Tragedy Driving our Efforts: On a single night, 17 of every 10,000 people in the United States 
experience homelessness. According to HUD’s 2019 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR, 2020), the number 
of homeless people nationwide increased by nearly three percent between 2018 and 2019. The unsheltered homeless 
increased by nine percent, and those over 24 years staying in unsheltered locations increased by 11%. The number of 
unsheltered homeless women and girls rose by 12%, outpacing a seven percent increase among men. 

In 2019, the Oregon annual statewide field census of the homeless population counted 15,876 persons. In Marion and 
Polk Counties, the June 2020 census counted 1,188 homeless of which 69%, or 815, were individuals and 31%, or 373, 
were in families. Overall, there is a higher proportion of chronically homeless in the two counties, 49%, than in the 
statewide homeless population. The ARCHES program of the Mid-Willamette Community Action Agency, with which 
Habitat & Hope Village is coordinating its efforts, estimates that at any given time there are approximately 40 single 
individual women who are homeless in Marion County. 

Your Thoughts and Decision are Needed: Habitat & Hope Village (HHV) is now at a crossroads with the 
Farmhouse Project. The UUCS Board of Directors agree with the HHV plan to help single women transition out of 
homelessness but are split on developing a land lease on the north lot property. Some feel the project will be a liability 
for UUCS when the program ends and have concerns about transportation issues. Others see a homeless problem in 
need of support and UUCS becoming a leader in the community. HHV believes the project aligns with the UU values 
and principles and could be a future revenue source as a rental home. You, the UUCS congregation, will make the final 
decision about moving the project forward. What are your thoughts and ideas? 

~Submitted by John Davenport 
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Splinters from the Board 
Board meeting on October 12 

Hybrid LRE Proposal: DLRE Lily Walker, Assistant DLRE Megan Roller and LRE Team Chair Ben 
Cavaletto presented a proposal for a hybrid in-person and remote Sunday LRE program. The proposal is to 
have some in-person gatherings in the church building, with a limited number of participants, to encourage 
attendance and engagement. Many comments were raised, both pro and con, including providing 
developmentally appropriate experiences for children, risk mitigation, liability, a snowball effect -- other UUCS 
groups wanting to hold events in our building,  size of the program including growth, and state and UUA 
guidelines for safely re-opening. The proposal will be discussed at the October Board Retreat and then referred 
back to the board for a vote. 

Parking Lot Paving Status: Tom Lancefield reported on the status of the parking lot paving. Striping still 
needs to be done but is scheduled for Wednesday, October 14. Everything has been seal coated. There were a 
couple of areas that need fixing, sealing cracks and holes, which the company will remedy. 

Board Responsibility Regarding Personnel Policies: It was clarified that, per our By-laws, the Board is 
responsible for ensuring that staff evaluations occur, while staff and Rick, as supervisors, are responsible for 
conducting them. The Committee on Human Resources and our Congregational Administrator Emma will 
investigate tools to use in this discharging this responsibility. 

Board Action on Evacuee Parking: Jack Tally reported on the status of fire evacuee parking in the North 
parking lot. There was some confusion early in the process, but this has been resolved. At its special meeting 
on September 28, 2020, the Board gave interim approval for evacuee parking. At the October 12 meeting, it 
approved the continued use of the North UUCS parking lot for parking by evacuees, at least until it reviews the 
issue again at its November 2020 meeting. One evacuee continues to live in the parking lot. There was 
discussion about the need to continually monitor the parking lot because uninvited guests use it occasionally. 

~Respectfully Submitted by Christine Ertl, Board Chair 

UUCS Services 

Every Sunday! 

 

9:45 am Family Service 

10:30 am Live-Streamed Service 

12:00 noon Fellowship 

 

Check the UUCS website for the links to join! 



November 3, 2020 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 72/ Issue 3 Page 7 

Worship Services and Religious Education 

Sunday, November 22  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Why Gratitude?" 

 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

At this time of year, the admonition to "be grateful" can almost grate on the ears. What is gratitude 

and why should we be grateful?  

Sunday, November 8  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Where Do We Go From Here? " 

 

Celebrant: Gloria Holland   
Music: Kit Abrahamson and George Struble; Laura Christian  

This will be the first Sunday after the presidential election. We do not know the outcome and may not know by 
November 8. Will there be a clear winner? Will we be a nation in turmoil? Will there be violence in the streets or 
peaceful protest? Let's consider this together. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

November Share the Plate Recipient:  The Santiam Canyon Wildfire Relief Fund  

Online LIVE Service Time:  10:30 am 

Sunday, November 15  The Rev. Bonnie Carwater 

 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Sunday, November 29  Sara Pickett 

"Ease and Comfort" 

 

Celebrant: Brenna Norval  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Do we need ease and comfort in our lives for spiritual well-being? In Buddhism, the middle way, 

avoiding the extremes of self-denial and self-indulgence, is thought to be the path to follow. Can 

ease and comfort allow for a personal sense of well-being, which can then extend towards the 

well-being of others through our actions?  

mailto:office@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/?p=14232
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

DLRE Assistant: Megan Roller  
 
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson 

 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, November 27, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

