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October 2020 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Read Book For October 25 Discussion With Author  
On October 25, Irshad Manji, author of Don’t Label Me: An Incredible Conversation for Divided 
Times, will have an hour-long dialogue with us during our worship service. In preparation for this 
service she has asked us to read her wonderful book (five-star rating by Rev. Rick!!). We have FREE 
COPIES to distribute. You can come by UUCS to get your copy during these times: Tuesday from 9 
am to 1:30 pm or Wednesday or Thursday 5 pm to 7 pm.  If coming by UUCS is a challenge, send an 
email to worshipteam@uusalem.org with your name and address and our "Book Brigade" will try to 
deliver a copy to you. We hope you will read this insightful and timely book in preparation for our time 
with this remarkable person.  ~Rev. Rick 

Support our Microfinance Auction during October 
Help raise money for Microfinance projects by bidding on Laotian scarves during the 
October auction! Proceeds from the sale of the scarves will directly benefit next year’s 
Microfinance projects and continue our work to enable poor families to lift themselves 
out of poverty. See pictures and opening bids on our website. 

Silk weaving is a deeply rooted cultural tradition among many Lao ethnic groups. Most 
Lao village women learned the art of weaving from their mothers when they were girls. 
Local artisans designed and wove these silk scarves by hand on wooden looms. 
Women weavers produced these scarves in villages like Ban Thaphosay, which 
benefited from micro-loans provided by UUCS and our partner organization in Laos 
during 2009-2012. Most were dyed using plant-based natural materials. 

Nearly all the scarves presented here for auction were initially purchased in January 
from Saobaan, a social business that partnered with the UUCS Microfinance Project a 
decade ago. Income generated by the initial sale of these scarves went directly back to the producers (Saobaan 
is now called Taibaan: www.taibaancrafts.com). Three additional scarves were produced by a Lao-owned 
company in Vientiane, the capital of Laos.To bid on these scarves, email your bid to George Struble 
at gstruble@willamette.edu. Bid by scarf number, the highest amount you would be willing to pay. The selling 
price will be one increment above the second-highest bid. “Or” bids are accepted, which means that you can bid a 
fixed amount for either of two (or more) scarves. Bids close on Saturday, October 31, at 5:00 p.m. After the close 
of bidding buyers will be notified by email. Payment can be made by PayPal on the UUCS website or by mailing a 
check. 

Alternatively, you can BUY NOW any scarf for $100 by emailing George at gstruble@willamette.edu. Your scarf 
will be delivered to you. 

Join World Religions Classes 

The monthly Adult RE class on world religions continues! It’s not too late to sign up! Registration is open all year 
long. The class, led by Don Wolf & Rev Rick Davis, is based on Huston Smith’s book, The World’s Religions. 
The next class, meeting on Tuesday, October 27, will be on the topic of Buddhism. Email Lily Walker 
at dlre@uusalem.org for more information. Again, you are welcome to join at any time! Register online by clicking 
on this link. 

Sign Up for Virtual Fellowship Time 

If you're really missing coffee hour after the service, sign up to join 
a Fellowship Time via Zoom. The meeting will last about 30 
minutes. You'll begin together and then be put into small "break-out 
rooms" for discussion. Bring your coffee and click to join! Sign up 
using our online form. 

https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-10-01-Scarf-Auction-Laos.pdf
http://www.taibaancrafts.com/
http://www.phaengmaigallery.com/
http://www.phaengmaigallery.com/
mailto:gstruble@willamette.edu
mailto:gstruble@willamette.edu
https://uusalem.org/2020/08/29/world-religions-re-class-by-rev-rick-and-don-wolf/
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/a2cccd
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/a2cccd
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/ce1445
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/ce1445


October 6, 2020 The Chalice and The Flame — Volume 72/ Issue 2 Page 2 

This past month has been an especially rough one, hasn’t it? We were already living with the challenges posed 
by the ongoing pandemic, unsettled by continuing social unrest and the upcoming presidential election. Then 
came the acrid smoke from the Western wildfires along with tragic stories of lives lost, homes and businesses up 
in flames – monstrous warning flares alerting us to the fact that anthropogenic (caused by humans) climate 
change is real and we better get real about ameliorating and preparing for its effects as much as we can. 

Regarding climate change, the future looks daunting. Our collective inability to confront this challenge represents 
perhaps humankind’s greatest failure. Until now most folks have thought of climate change as something distant 
in space and time, yet now it’s at our doorstep. In fact, there are fire refugees now staying in our North parking 
lot till they can return to their own communities. (Thanks to the UUCS Board for acting quickly to help.) 

Then there’s the looming threat to our democracy. The president has not agreed to vacate the White House 
should he lose the election, thereby posing an existential threat to our democracy. Now, we have just learned 
that he has contracted Covid-19. What will that mean for our election? We are living in fearful suspense. 

Yikes! It feels overwhelming. I’m pretty familiar with that feeling, even before all hell (excuse my language) broke 
loose. The key word here for me is “feel.” When I wake up in the morning, I often feel overwhelmed. So, I 
meditate, do a bit of exercise and begin attending to the various duties before me. With that, the dire feeling of 
being overwhelmed retreats back into the dark corners of my mind, waiting for a more auspicious time to 
strike. As the day goes along, I realize that those feelings gave me a distorted vision of the reality I face. The 
good thing is that I know this and even when I feel overwhelmed now, the wiser, calmer part of me looks at that 
feeling with justifiable suspicion. 

This is not to deny that we face daunting challenges. Yet, this does not mean that there cannot be joy, love, 
fulfillment in our lives today and it does not mean that we are doomed. Too often we forget to factor in our innate 
resilience and creativity. Not to mention that the unfathomable complexity of life makes it impossible for anyone 
to predict the future. 

Recently, I was reading a paleontologist’s speculations about the last global climate change (non-anthropogenic) 
wherein he noted that for 95 percent of the time our species has existed on this planet we were hunter-gatherers 
living in small nomadic bands. Our forebears had become very skilled at hunting and apparently killed off many 
of the large animals (easy, meaty pickings) and were forced to go after smaller game which wasn’t adequate to 
sustain them.  Facing an existential threat, our ancient ancestors adapted and turned to agriculture. 

There is little doubt that we and future generations will have to do some radical adapting in days to come. Yet, if 
you get too far ahead of yourself and worry about things beyond your control you suffer needlessly. It’s not a sin 
to enjoy your life today. I hope that you are discovering ways to do so. 

In the sermon on the mount Jesus noted: “Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow. Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof” – i.e., take it one day at a time, deal with the challenges that come your way as you can. You’re 
more resilient and creative than you might imagine. 

 

Love,  

Rick 
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More Happenings and Highlights 

The Children’s RE Program will be exploring the topic of Deep Listening in October at 9:45 am on Sunday 
mornings via Zoom. Email Lily at dlre@uusalem.org for the link to connect, and to be added to the weekly 
reminder list. Announcements are also being made on the UUCS Family Connections Facebook page, which may 
be found online at this Facebook page.  
The Youth Group is working to come up with an alternate time for meetings, now that school has started. If your 
teen aged 13-18 is interested in participating in Youth Group, please contact Lily at dlre@uusalem.org to be part 
of the planning process. 

The Adult RE Class on The World’s Religions being taught by Don Wolf and Rev Rick Davis is off to a great 
start! Twenty-four students and four facilitators met on September 29 to learn together about Hinduism.  It’s not 
too late to register for the course!  Next month’s meeting will be held on October 27 from 6:30-8 pm. The second 
meeting will cover the third chapter of Huston Smith’s book, The World’s Religions, on Buddhism. The registration 
form may be found online by clicking here. 

If it’s been a while since your family has come to one of the Lifetime Religious Education offerings, please know 
that you are missed! Although meeting remotely via Zoom will never be the same as sharing time together in our 
beautiful building, the LRE Team has been working hard to rise to the challenge. I always leave our time together 
on Sunday mornings with a happy goofy feeling because the children’s energy still comes through! Please know 
that everyone would love to see you, and your beautiful families there again soon! 

Hope to see you soon. 

Lily Walker 

 

Lifespan Religious Education 

Artworks Calls for Your Creations! 
Have you noticed the artwork on the welcome slide at the beginning of our services online? The Art Works Team 
invites congregants of all ages to submit photos of their artwork to be used there. Send a photo in jpeg or pdf 
format to artworks@uusalem.org. The Art Works Team will coordinate with the Worship Team to post a different 
picture each week. Children and youth are particularly invited to participate. 

Behind the Chalice 
When last we saw our "cast and crew", they were feeling marooned on an island called The 
Sanctuary. All attempts at communication from the island seemed to keep washing back up 
on their shore, and they were feeling alone, cold and isolated. They knew they needed to 
build a ship to communicate with the other islands far away across the sea, and they knew 
they needed materials (i.e. laptops, monitors, cameras, cables, etc.) but try as they might, 
the local trees did not naturally produce any these items. And there was no IKEA or 
COSTCO on the island. Oh, what to do, what to do, they cried, why has the big Microchip in 
the Sky forsaken us?  

Then, just as they were down to their last byte, what did they see in the horizon, floating 
towards them, something round and white drifting towards the shore......why it was a Life Saver with the words, 
"Donation from the Music Team", and then another, "Donation from the Art Committee", "Help from the Facilities 
Team", and more and more they came, donations from this person and that person, and still they came, until they 
filled the entire shore with love and help from all the different islands out in the sea. The "cast and crew", felt 
warmed by the love that shown from these Life Savers and they knew then that they were not alone on an island, 

mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1596998547290580/
mailto:dlre@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/a2cccd
mailto:artworks@uusalem.org
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but part of a wonderful, loving, supporting community and together they would build the ship that could 
communicate and connect all to one another. And, feeling renewed by what had been given, they got up and went 
to work once more to start building that ship. 

In other words, THANK YOU EVERYONE for your monetary donations as we move forward getting the equipment 
and Comcast upgrades needed to provide Sunday services and keep us all connected! 

In other news, part of what has come out of this is something called the Production Committee. Its purpose is to 
have a small group of people connecting technological, worship and communication needs to facilitate 
accessibility in providing spiritual services to congregants both in-house and online. At the moment, members 
include: John Prohodsky - sound, Jon Chinburg and Loriann Schmidt - video engineers, Sara Pickett - worship 
team, Sharon Pierson - communications and financial consultant, Rev. Rick Davis and Christine Ertl - consultants. 
If you would like to contact this group, send an email to production@uusalem.org. 

Stay tuned to see what further adventures occur! Check out our blog on the UUCS website.  Until then, we remain 
yours in service - Behind the Chalice 

Legacy Campaign Update 
We began the public phase of our campaign just over a week ago.  We already have updated results.  The end-of-
life commitments already made before the beginning of the campaign are now $770,000; we are learning about 
these earlier commitments as we carry out the campaign. 

The amount committed in this campaign itself is up to $148,000. Of that, $10,000 is 
current contributions to the maintenance reserve and $18,000 is current contributions to 
our endowment. One member has committed $60,000 in cash over the next ten years, 
designated to the emergency reserve. These are all very thoughtful gifts that will help 
our Congregation cope with problems as they arise. The remaining $60,000 of the 
$148,000 is end-of-life commitments, from members’ trusts and retirement accounts. 

Between the commitments already made and those made so far in this campaign, fifteen 
households in our congregation have registered their gifts toward our Congregation’s 
future. 

This is a good start.  We are looking for very broad participation. The 70-and-older 
bunch are not the only ones who can express their dedication to our Congregation; all of us can designate some 
percentage of our future assets as a testimony of solidarity with our congregation members. 

John Gear is a well-known attorney who was active in our congregation; he and his wife Mary have moved to 
Olympia where Mary is now minster of the UU congregation there. John still maintains his law practice in Salem, 
with a young mom, Therese Holmstrom, acting as his associate here. John has graciously offered to do, free of 
charge, an estate planning workshop for us – by Zoom, of course. If you would like to participate, please email me 
at gstruble@willamette.edu. We are thinking of offering the workshop on a Saturday morning – maybe October 17 
– or a weeknight evening. Tell me your schedule preferences. John is also offering a 50 percent discount from his 
usual fee for simple estate packages (not trusts). Of course, the workshop and an estate package are independent 
things; you can do either one, or both. 

You can find lots of information about our legacy campaign on our website  under donation options. 

If you did not receive our packet, including our booklet, Securing the Future of UUCS, please tell me, and I will 
happily send you one. 

~George Struble 

Online Fellowship Time Sundays at Noon!! 
 

https://uusalem.org/worship/behind-the-chalice-blog/
https://uusalem.org/2020/10/01/join-our-legacy-campaign/
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-25UUCS-endowment-booklet-page-seq.pdf
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/ce1445
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I have been asking people to share how they are coping with pandemic restrictions. 
 
Jessica Hopkins writes: “Paul [Wilson] and I are doing fine at home with our daughter and three-year-old 
granddaughter. Our pets, an old poodle, young Cavalier King Charles spaniel, and orange tabby cat are all 
delighted that we are home. I am doing lots of reading. I'm working on a quilt. I'm very slowly teaching myself to 
play the Native American flute, using a song book.”  

Pat Mallette writes that her sister recently found out she has a spot on her lung. Pat is scared for her and 
will do everything she can to help her sister through this. Pat asks us for healing thoughts for both of them. 

Dyna Hermann writes that her mother-in-law Erzsebet passed away in Hungary on September 13. She was the 
rock of her family. She is greatly missed. Dyna asks us to say a prayer for her and for Dyna’s husband Nándor. 
“We have been living through the smoke and are grateful for the rains and clearer air again. But our smoke 
problems are so small compared to those who lost their homes in the fires.” 

Beth Anne Huffine writes that she knows several people who lost everything and had very traumatic 
experiences but survived.   

Many of us know stories. But one stands out for me: Gary Swanson created our beautiful stained-glass sanctuary 
window 23 years ago, so he is a special person to us.  He and his wife Nan live in Gates, where Gary was the 
volunteer fire department chief for 37 years! He retired from that but is still an active firefighter. So, he worked a 
41-hour – yes, forty-one hours straight! – shift saving homes and other structures in Gates and Mill City, while his 
own house burned down. Nan evacuated when it was time; so, the family is safe. Gary wrote an eight-page 
account to friends shortly after the worst of the fire, and another four-page update later.  These pages are moving, 
also inspiring and upbeat.  You can read them on our UUCS uusalem.org website pages entitled Six Days Living 
Through the Fire – September 10 through September 12, 2020 and A Walk Through the Ashes on September 17, 
2020. 

Housing is also an important development for Greg and Margrethe Gregg. Two years ago, they had opened their 
home to a Brazilian asylum couple who added a beautiful baby girl to the population last August. Then Greg and 
Margrethe’s daughter Cydney had her baby. To give the families the space they needed, the Brazilians moved 
into Cydney’s house while Cydney and family moved into Greg and Margrethe‘s larger house, with the idea that 
Greg and Margrethe would build an ADU (“Accessory Dwelling Unit” in city building code language) in the back 
yard.  Then Covid put a hold on building permits; Greg and Margrethe have been living in their gazebo, whose 
charm is wearing off. But the contractor has now started work on the ADU. Yay! 

Yet more about housing:  I learned of a congregation member who took in a couple of fire refugees. I inquired; 
there is a story here. They decline to be identified but confirm that they took in a couple who had been friends for 
years. So, we can appreciate the act of generosity and friendship. 

Emma Kreger, our office administrator, and her husband were in an accident a few weeks ago.  Her 
husband is healed & back to normal; luckily, he only had some bruising and seatbelt burn. Emma is still healing 
from her clavicle breaking in two places, but it is healing well!  She suffered a grade 2 concussion, extensive 
bruising and muscle damage. Most of her bruising is finally gone, though she is still experiencing muscle spasms 
and pain; an MRI and X-ray will be performed in another 3 weeks. After those results are known, Emma should be 
cleared to start physical therapy. They both feel extremely lucky that they were in an ATV with roll bars to help 
protect them. 

Marge French has gone to St. Helens to visit her sister Betty who is 103 years old and now, suddenly, in 
very frail health. Marge plans to stay at Betty’s bedside for the next few days. Please keep both Marge and Betty 
in your thoughts. 

Email me at gstruble@willamette.edu your news, or news that you may know of others.  

Thanks, 

George Struble 

News of the Community 

https://uusalem.org/2020/10/01/the-big-fire-2020-09-10/
https://uusalem.org/2020/10/01/the-big-fire-2020-09-10/
https://uusalem.org/2020/10/01/a-walk-through-the-ashes-september-17-2020/
https://uusalem.org/2020/10/01/a-walk-through-the-ashes-september-17-2020/
https://uusalem.org/worship/joys-and-concerns/
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Help Needed and Appreciated! 
Request for Special Music for Services 
We are resuming Special Music as a part of our services! Volunteer musicians will can participate in our live-
streamed services on Sunday mornings, in a responsible environment where social distancing and mask 
protocols are observed. Anyone interested in making a musical offering to our services and our community is 
welcome to contact our Music Director, Laura Christian, at music@uusalem.org, for details and scheduling. 
Thank you very much! 

Join the Engagement Team 
Volunteers are needed to make connections in our UU community. The membership team is starting an 
"Engagement Team" to do quick check-ins with members or friends. This has become especially important in this 
time of isolation. 
Members of the Engagement Team have a list of UUCS members/friends to call quarterly. A script will be 
provided to make the call easier. Call lists will consist of 5 to 10 people. This team will not go away when the 
church reopens its doors for regular services. If you are interested, send an email to membership@uusalem.org. 

Reaching Out to Help Fire Victims 
Doing Our Part for Fire Evacuees 
Our congregation has stepped up in many ways to support fire evacuees. Beginning the first night of Level 2 & 3 
Evacuations, we sent communications to all our members living east of Cordon Road, offering our parking lot as a 
staging area. We had one visitor, who immediately found a local family to stay with. Then, as you may have read 
elsewhere in this newsletter, the board approved a donation to the United Way and to the Gates Fire Department 
to support fire relief. Support of the Gates Fire Department is described in more detail on our website. The 
November Share the Plate will also help fire victims. 

Now, some of you may have noticed that we have a few RVs parked in our parking lot. These are invited guests. 
Salem Leadership Foundation asked a number of churches to provide parking for evacuees who needed to leave 
the Oregon State Fairgrounds where they were originally located. UUCS stepped up and volunteered our north/
gravel parking lot for two families, for at least two weeks. This will allow us to evaluate the level of support we can 
provide. Salem Leadership Foundation coordinated re-locating these families by taking reservations, ensuring 
vehicles are insured and that families will follow the parking guidelines. They also provided porta-potties and trash 
collection, and a host who checks in with the families. The duration may be three to five months while residences 
are being repaired. Jack Tally is the board liaison to these families and will keep the board up to date on their 
needs. The board will take information on the families’ needs at the October board meeting where their continued 
stay in our parking lot will be evaluated. 

So, we serve as best we can and will continue to look for ways to be good neighbors. 

~Christine Ertl, UUCS Board Chair 

Donate to Help Fire Victims 
Gary Swanson, who did our sanctuary's beautiful stained-glass window, is also a retired fire chief in Gates. At the 
beginning of the Labor Day fires, he worked a 41-hour shift saving houses in Gates and Mill City, while his own 
house burned down. See his moving story on our website. Upon our asking how we could help, Gary suggested 
that donations to assist people who have lost their homes be sent to Jack Carriger, Gates Fire Department, 1988 
W Ida, Stayton, OR 97383. We suggest sending donations "in honor of Gary Swanson". Click here for more 
specific donation information. 

United Way Fire Relief 
The latest list of needed items posted by United Way includes reading glasses, pumps for 
mattresses, flashlights, batteries, bleach wipes, cleaning supplies, Lysol spray, ChapStick, eye 
drops, Tums or Pepto Bismol, Ziplock bags, shaving cream/gel, cat litter, extension cords, 
backpacks. All donated items should be new and can be dropped off at the Truitt Receiving Center, 
located at 1330 Front St. NE, Salem. The latest updates to the needs list and the drop off locations 
can be found on the United Way's website. 

mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:membership@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/2020/09/25/donate-to-help-fire-victims/
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-25-Donation-Information-to-assist-fire-victims.pdf
https://uusalem.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-25-Donation-Information-to-assist-fire-victims.pdf
https://www.unitedwaymwv.org/wildfire-relief.html
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Habitat and Hope Village Update 
Marion County approved the septic system for the north parking lot and 
assigned the property an official address of 5093 Center Street. The 
blackberry bushes were cut last spring but are constantly growing back as 
we constantly mow them down.  
Some answers to questions: 

Q: Will UUCS lose any parking spaces with the construction of the 
farmhouse?  

A: We foresee no loss of parking spaces for UUCS. The new building 
will be on the east end of the property where currently there are no parking 
spaces. 

Q: Will pets be allowed and, if so, how will that work? 

A: Yes. We feel that animals are very important to our clients' mental, emotional and physical health and 
well-being. We hope to have kennels on the property. Having said this, there is still much planning work to be 
done on this issue, including safety and health concerns. This will be addressed when we develop the client 
handbook. 

Email additional questions to either Patty Davenport at davenport1790@gmail.com or Paul Wilson at 
sunspot461@outlook.com. 

Check out the Habit and Hope Village website for additional information. 

 

Social Justice Team Report 
The Social Justice Team needs to be informed of opportunities to participate in social justice activities and 
actions and, in turn, inform the congregation of those opportunities in a timely manner. Although the team has a 
committee structure, that structure exists to facilitate the congregation’s social justice activities and actions. 
Although in the past the team selected and guided UUCS’s social justice efforts, its role will be changing to that 
of implementing and coordinating the congregation’s social justice priorities. This requires the congregation to 
be aware of and knowledgeable about local as well as national social justice issues. 

In August, the Social Justice co-chairs invited congregation members to participate in an online meeting to 
discuss potential social justice initiatives. Issues identified: 

 Getting out the vote. Rev. Rick forwarded an email from We Shall Overcome, a grass roots organization that 
reaches out to disenfranchised voters of color on Tuesdays and Saturdays. We will be working with the 
Communications Team to provide the congregation information on how to participate.  

 America has a mostly unacknowledged systemic racial problem. In order for the congregation to understand 
systemic racism we need to see it from their perspective. The social justice team will be organizing 
congregational study groups to understand the roots and nature of systemic racism. This understanding will 
help us work with others to address systemic racism. 

The Social Justice Team is envisioned as an approachable, open community that engages congregation 
members to identify, prioritize and facilitate UUCS’s social justice efforts. Our challenge is twofold; first, we 
need to facilitate the congregation’s adoption of social justice issues and, secondly, help congregation members 
connect with organizations and individuals who share their passion for specific social justice issues. 

We will be having several online meetings to understand systemic social issues, identify what we can do to 
address them, and help congregation prioritize congregational social justice actions. 

~John Prohodsky and Jack Tally, Social Justice co-chairs 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

Social Justice News 

mailto:davenport1790@gmail.com
mailto:sunspot461@outlook.com
http://habitatandhopevillage.org/
mailto:office@uusalem.org
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Splinters from the Board 
How is it that one month can be so quiet and then, boom, so much business to tend to!? There is a lot going on 
in the life of this congregation, and the board works hard to shepherd that which is our duty. Here’s a brief 
summary of the September board meeting and subsequent electronic or special meetings: 

Wildfire Relief:  In two different Special Meetings we agreed to a number of wildfire relief efforts. On 
September 15 the board authorized $1,000 from the Memorial Fund be donated to the United Way of the Mid-
Willamette Valley for the Mid-Valley Wildfire Relief Fund. Then on the 28th we accepted a donation of $1,000 
made in the name of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem to the Gates fire department and 
approved the use of the UUCS parking lot for parking by evacuees. 

Black Lives Matter:  The board approved a request from the Social Justice Team to hang a Black Lives 
Matter banner on the UUCS fence. This will be handled through a coordinated process including a wider 
discussion with the congregation about how we can intentionally support our local community. 

Hope and Habitat Village (HHV):  HHV presented information about their plans for a Special 
Congregational Meeting they want to call in January to support building a farmhouse on the north parking lot to 
house 5 unsheltered women. HHV will be providing information in four Zoom meetings to the congregation to 
ensure that the congregation knows exactly what they are going to be asked to support. The Zoom meetings 
will include presentations from partners and will discuss the services that will be provided to clients.  

Worship Team Quarterly Report:  Sara Picket reported that the focus has been on moving from Zoom to 
live stream worship services, which is a learning process. The new format means that UUCS will need a 
production team of up to 10 people instead of the 4 or so needed for live services. Also, UUCS does not have 
the equipment and Wi-Fi services to facilitate this, including updated computers. The initial estimate of the cost 
to improve the equipment is $2,000. The board was asked to facilitate funding this need. 

The Worship Team is also supporting an electronic fellowship gathering after services, which began on Sept 13 
and has been well-attended. 

Cottage Pledge Drive:  Rev Rick presented the concept of a Cottage Pledge Drive, which is a community 
building exercise to enhance the pledge drive. This concept will be supported by staff and a small pledge drive 
committee. There was consensus that a new approach to the pledge drive is needed and the board agreed that 
he should pursue the concept. 

Interim Covid Pay Policy: The board voted to accept this policy. It clarifies changes, if any, to staff work 
schedules due to Covid -19 as well as how staff would be compensated by the Federal Covid Relief Fund if they 
get sick from Covid or if family members get sick. The Interim Policy was reviewed by staff and they agreed to it. 

Vanguard brokerage account:  The board voted to approve the Organizational Resolution authorizing 
Paul T. Manka and Sharon Pierson to manage UUCS’s Vanguard brokerage account and/or mutual funds. Paul 
T. Manka is authorized to have electronic access to the Vanguard accounts. 

Cintas:  The Board authorized the appropriate authority to terminate the contract with Cintas, after staff 
outlined savings by taking over the services in the contract. This is the company from whom we purchase 
janitorial supplies and services. 

~Christine Ertl, UUCS Board Chair 

Can’t Find Something on the UUCS Website? 

Use Search! 
 

Click Search on upper right corner.   

Enter some words.  Click Enter.  Voila!! 
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Worship Services 

Sunday, October 25  The Rev. Richard R. Davis and Irshad Manji 

"Don’t Label Me" 

Celebrant: Barbara Stebbins-Boaz   
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Dr. Manji will be online to address our questions concerning the effects of labeling others, 

particularly opponents on social and religious issues, as covered in her recent book, Don’t Label 

Me. Rick has some free copies of the book for distribution. Congregants are encouraged to 

read the book and to submit questions in advance, which Dr. Manji will address, time permitting.  

Sunday, October 11  Francisco Rafael Barquero, et al., The NEO Fund  

"Hope for the Poorest of the Poor " 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett   
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

The Annual Microfinance Service featuring recordings from three guest speakers, one from the 

project in Chijnaya, one from Ron Hockley of the NEO Fund, and one from Dr. Francisco Rafael 

Barquero on "Hope for the Poorest of the Poor". Plus, our own Ann Hanus and Peggy Burton will 

speak on our Microfinance Team and its current fundraiser.  

October Share the Plate Recipient:  Microfinance 

Online Service Time:  10:30 am 

Sunday, October 18  Gloria Holland 

"Hope is an Active Verb" 

Celebrant: Brenna Norval  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

In this season of chaos and mistrust, we can lose sight of the gift of hope. Retired English teacher 

and Salem UU Gloria Holland explores how we can turn the noun “hope” into action, which we 

may then carry with us into an unpredictable, often fear-driven future.  

Sunday, November 1  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Divided or United" 

Celebrant: Barbara Stebbins-Boaz  
Music: Kit Abrahamson and Laura Christian  

Family Service Sundays at 9:45 am 

          LIVE! 

Email Lily Walker, dlre@uusalem.org to join 

https://uusalem.org/2020/09/27/share-the-plate-recipient-for-november-2020-is-microfinance/
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 

5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Lily Walker  dlre@uusalem.org 

DLRE Assistant: Megan Roller  
 
Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Kit Abrahamson 

 
Board Chair: Christine Ertl 

boardchair@uusalem.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Emma Kreger 
Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 

 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir with help from 

Sharon Pierson, Vicki Cunningham, and Elsa Struble. 
Final formatting completed by S. Pierson. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: use the Event Scheduling 
Request form on the UUCS website to add your event 
to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the monthly 
newsletter, the UUCS website, the This Week email 
and/or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, October 30, 2020. 
This Week submissions are due by Wed. noon. 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 
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