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September 2019 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR 

 The Chalice and the Flame 
Diverse people. Diverse beliefs. One community. 

Celebration of Life for Roberta (Bobbie) Westerberg September 7 

There will be a Celebration of Life for Roberta (Bobbie) Westerberg on Saturday, September 7, 2019 at 10:00 
a.m., followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

Potluck September 8 to Celebrate Rev. Rick’s Return 
There will be a celebratory potluck after the service on September 8, Water Communion Sunday, in honor of Rev. 
Rick returning from his sabbatical. 

Bring a food item to share from one of the following categories of food: Main entrees, 
salads, chips and dips, crackers and cheese, fruit, and desserts. Label all food items so 
people can choose wisely according to their dietary needs and preferences (contains 
nuts, gluten free, vegan, vegetarian, contains milk or eggs, etc.). 

If you are able to help in the kitchen, it will be most appreciated.  

Join us in the spirit of welcoming celebration!! 

Team Council Meeting September 8 
The Team Council will have its regularly scheduled quarterly meeting on Sept 8 from 12:30 - 2:30. All leaders of 
teams and affiliated ministries are expected to attend. We will introduce new Team Leaders, review the Team 
Council Purpose Statement and hear what teams have planned for the next quarter. Questions? Contact 
Christine Ertl, Team Council Chair  

Women's Alliance Meetings Resume Sept. 10 
All are invited to attend the September 10 meeting of Women’s Alliance, featuring guest speaker Pam Wasson of 
The Lord and Schyrver Conservancy’s Gaiety Hollow. The meeting begins at 6:30 in the Hanneman Fellowship 
Hall. Refreshments and a business meeting follow Ms. Wasson’s presentation. Elizabeth Lord and Edith 
Schyrver, both professional landscape architects, founded their business in 1929 and created numerous gardens 
throughout Oregon. Their home, Gaiety Hollow, located at 545 Mission St. in Salem, provides an exquisite 
example of their work. 

Women’s Alliance is affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation. Meetings usually begin with a 
speaker, followed by refreshments and a business meeting. It’s quite acceptable to leave before the business part 
of the meeting; however, visitors often like to stay and learn more about the organization. 

Regular meetings are held at 6:30 on the second Tuesday of the month, September through April, except in 
January. A year-end dinner is held early in May. Members hold a holiday fundraising bazaar in December, which 
provides funds for various projects throughout the year. Members also host receptions for weddings and 
celebrations of life and decorate the sanctuary for the holiday season. All are welcome to attend the monthly 
meetings. 

Death with Dignity Salem Team September 16 
"End of Life Choices Oregon" Salem team meets on September 16 from 9:00-11:00 am at the home of 
Eric Schuman. If you're interested in joining this vibrant team of volunteers helping folks considering 
their choices for end of life, please attend and e-mail us with your RSVP. Mandatory volunteer training 
occurs October 12 and 13 in Salem. For more information, email  mudroom23@yahoo.com. 

Join the Jolly Diners September 17 at Marco Polo 
The Jolly Diners met on Tuesday, August 20 at Marco Polo Restaurant. Eleven brave souls 
attended! Among the attenders were Shifty, Skip, Moose, Mad Man, Mad Music Maestro, Meter 
Maid, and Wonder Tot! There was much Jolliosity, good food, and no fisticuffs, but one person 
almost risked death by breaking a long-time promise! Luckily when it came down to it, he 
couldn't remember the promise...! So, we're doing it again at 6 pm on Tuesday, September 17 at 
Marco Polo Restaurant! Email Sara at sarapickett7@gmail.com to reserve a seat.  

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/d183f95613580
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/d183f95613580
http://mudroom23@yahoo.com
mailto:sarapickett7@gmail.com
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Having been away on sabbatical for a while has given me a heightened awareness upon re-entering the stream 
of ministry and congregational life – similar to how you notice everything more clearly when you travel to a foreign 
setting – everything appears new and fresh. 

Here are some of my impressions: 

We have a beautiful facility that is well cared for by many volunteers – I noticed that the Women’s Alliance has 
put in some classy new window shades in Hannemann Hall and that Kaleidoscope pre-school now has access to 
more land to the east for all the young ones to run and play and that our custodian is keeping things looking spiffy 
inside where beautiful art adorns our walls and that landscape volunteers are doing a nice job with our grounds 
and that my office has been nicely re-painted and that our corner sign now has electricity so it can light up at 
night to let people know we are here. You get the sense that this is a place that is loved and cared for and that 
there’s a lot going on. 

Over the years so many members have lovingly embroidered upon our facility – adding a fellowship hall, the 
vegetable garden, playground, memorial garden, the herb garden in the patio, benches to rest in the woods, a 
sidewalk that enables everyone to circumambulate our spiritual home, making this feel like a happy place to be. 

Or rather, it IS a happy place to be.  Coming to Sunday services in late August (so ably led by my dear friend 
Rev. Mark Gallagher and wonderful celebrants from our worship team), I got to see things from outside the 
pulpit:  The uplifting, insightful words spoken (we have an excellent sound system that makes it easy to hear 
them), the beautiful songs and music, the centering meditations and rituals remind me of why it’s good, hearty 
soup for the soul to come on Sunday mornings. 

At my initial board of directors meeting, substantive matters were discussed by new and continuing members, 
and I can see that wise and caring members have accepted the call to serve as leaders.   At our Life Lines Lay 
Ministry meeting compassionate members discern how we can best be of support for those experiencing 
hardship and distress and at our Connections Team gathering we laugh and enjoy being together as we plan on 
launching our Connections Group program which enables us to get to know one another at deeper levels and 
build community. 

Then, two weeks ago members of our Social Justice Team and I answered a call from the Interfaith Movement for 
Immigrant Justice to be present at a vigil at the Federal Courthouse in Hillsboro protesting the oppressive 
presence of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents who ignore our beloved state’s sanctuary 
status.  This action made me newly aware of how necessary it is for our congregation to be a moral beacon 
during dark times. 

I am sitting in the minister’s office looking out the window while I type these words, feeling a sense of amazement 
and deep gratitude that we exist by virtue of the ongoing dedication and commitment of our members from year 
to year, from generation to generation. Long, long live our beloved community. 

  

Love,   

Rick 
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September is upon us!  It comes with so many “expectations”—our new Soul Matters theme for September. 

The expectation of a return to school with a great teacher, that leaves will start to change colors and begin to fall, 
that many of you will return from summer plans and attend the Water Communion on September 8 (all ages 
service) and return to Religious Exploration (RE) classes the following weekend (September 15)! I hope that my 
expectation of seeing you all back this fall is met, and we can catch up with each other as we start a new program 
year exploring our world through a Unitarian Universalist lens. 

Our world is always full of change. It is something that we should add to our list of expectations, “expect change”! 
RE has been full of changes that I have been sharing lately and we will be embracing some new things this fall as 
well. One change, this was a surprise for me as well, was the roosters moving to the preschool program. It is a 
good move for them because the preschool will continue to give them the attention they need during the week and 
now also be responsible for their care. This does not mean that RE cannot continue to love them and feed them 
on Sundays, we can! They still will want your garden scraps and treats! The roosters have also physically moved 
around the corner to a new space, so don’t be alarmed when you notice their empty space! They have a new area 
in a leased space through the preschool!  Thank you to the preschool for taking on their care. 

This fall you will also see changes in our Wisdom of Wondering classroom. Like most other RE rooms, this room 
will now be used by the preschool and stay set up on Sundays as well. RE will be able to use the nice things that 
the preschool uses. We will still have a rolling cart for each classroom that is solely RE specific as needed and we 
will be recreating the nursery set-up on Sundays. It will be a good opportunity to change how we do things on 
Sundays and I will be exploring how we will want to adapt programming to match similar philosophies of 
Kaleidoscope Preschool/Kindergarten and make the best use of the RE space residing inside a school.  Change 
helps us grow and adapt and many good things have come from change! 

As we move into our fall programming I hope to be finding ways to change our offerings and reach all of you that 
typically find yourselves desiring to bring your children on Sunday, yet don’t always want to add one more day of 
getting ready for an outing or activity, on what many may choose to fondly call Sunday a “stay home day”! My 
children have grown up in the RE program and I specifically would sign-up to volunteer to be sure I made myself 
come on Sunday. Not that I did not love coming and always enjoy myself when I did, I just did not always love 
adding one more responsibility on the weekend! So, with that said, if you are at all like me, sign-up to volunteer so 
I am sure to see you (we do need volunteers greatly!!) and watch for a move for RE to possibly live stream some 
Sunday offerings for our preschool-fifth grade class, so if you find yourself needing a stay home day one week, it 
won’t mean you have to miss Sunday! If anyone has experience with this, I would love to have a chat and see 
what we could make happen!  Please reach out if you would like this offering or can help! 

This fall, a few changes in classes (you were expecting this, right?!): we will continue with our UU Explorers class 
offering; however the ages will be sixth-eighth grade and our Wisdom if Wondering (WoW) classes will be 
preschool-fifth grade with activities to fit each group. If you ever felt the grade leveled classes do not fit with where 
you see your children and youth, please do not hesitate to chat with me so we can help them have the experience 
on Sunday that is right for them! 

So, while things are ever changing, what does not change is my love of the Sunday morning we spend together! 

In gratitude and until next time, Christi 

Christi J Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration  

~ Christi J. Olsen, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 

Lifespan Religious Exploration 
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Happenings and Highlights 

Connection Groups Sign-up Ends Sept. 22 
Connections Groups sign-ups continue through September 22. Come get spiritually connected as well as socially 
connected through a Connections Group. Meetings start in October and go through June, ending in a June potluck 
celebration. You can sign up online or in person after Sunday services September 8, 15 and 22. Group 
designations will be sent out during the week of September 22. 

If you are unsure about what happens in the meetings, you can join Rev. Rick and other facilitators after the 
service on September 15, as they answer questions and discuss Connections Groups. 
Give yourself a lift by engaging in these Soul Matters themed small groups once a month for 90 minutes. Your soul 
and your mind will thank you. Email any questions to connectiongroups@uusalem.org. 

Singing Bowls Guided Meditation September 23 
On Monday, September 23 beginning at 7 pm, join Debra Schaffer at UUCS for an hour of guided 
meditation and singing bowls. We will use the bowls and guided meditation to release stress, 
restore ourselves, and elevate our energy and vision. Donation $15.   ~Submitted by Lennie Martin 

Health and Aging Workshops Mondays in November – Sign up now 
If you missed the first 3 Health and Aging workshop series at the UUCS, there will be a 4th-and final-opportunity to 
attend on Mondays, 1:00-2:30, in November (4, 11, 18, 25) in the Green Room. The workshops and materials are 
free, with content from the 8th edition of Health Promotion and Aging (just published by Springer). If interested, 
sign up electronically (limit of 12 participants). The workshops are guaranteed to add a decade to your life 
expectancy, or your money back!  ~Submitted by David Haber 

Dancing Our Joy October 5 
All day Dances of Universal Peace gathering with fun, food and dancing. October 5 from 9 am-5 pm in the UUCS 
Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary. To register, contact Zaynab/Alys at alysdancing@gmail.com or 503-260-9916 

 ~Submitted by Angela Gross 

Registration Open for UU Voices for Justice Meeting, October 19 
REGISTER NOW for the Oregon Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice 10th Annual Meeting, 
Saturday, October 19, 9:30 am - 4 pm, The meeting will be hosted by Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Eugene OR. Morning coffee and potato bar lunch are included. Use PayPal, credit 
card ($15 adults, $10 teens). Registration deadline is October 1. 

Join with others! Our voices are needed to help stem the tide of fascist growth, global warming, 
racism, sexism, human rights violations, and economic hardship. Register on the UU Voices 
Oregon website.   

~Submitted by Michael Pollard, Annual Conference Chair 

News of the Community 

Kaleidoscope Fundraiser at UUCS Sept. 21 
Everyone is invited to attend a Wine and Painting event at UUCS on September 21, 
beginning at 6 pm. Bring your favorite wine and a partner to relax among friends learning 
to paint this beautiful painting. Cost $60. Childcare provided! Proceeds go to the 
Kaleidoscope school to help them expand through 3rd grade. Kaleidoscope is a Reggio-
Based Preschool using Unitarian Universalist based curriculum & principles. Click here 
for more information and to register.  

~Submitted by Ashley Acers 

Master Gardener Classes Begin Jan. 6 - First 5 Registrants Free 
If it's time to move "become a Master Gardener" from your bucket list to your resume, you can start by attending a 
class every Monday from January 6 through March 30. Check out the Marion County Master Gardener How-To 
Page or go directly to the application for the 2020 class which will begin on January 6, 2020. The cost is $100. 
However, the first 5 UUCS registrants can attend for free. (Let Angela know that you've registered, and she'll 
handle the transaction.) Payment for the class is due at the orientation session, to be scheduled in December. 

This gives you nearly six months to burnish your green thumb and dust off your thinking cap so you're ready for an 
interesting and challenging class. We look forward to seeing you!     ~Submitted by Angela Gross  

https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/6be6ab5535
mailto:connectiongroups@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/j2b73737130
mailto:alysdancing@gmail.com
https://www.uuvoicesoregon.org/
https://www.uuvoicesoregon.org/
https://www.uuvoicesoregon.org/
http://www.youngatartor.com/class-schedule#!/Kaleidoscope-Preschool-Fundraiser-Couples-Class-SATURDAY-September-21-2019-6-00pm-8-00pm/p/148247213/category=0
http://www.youngatartor.com/class-schedule#!/Kaleidoscope-Preschool-Fundraiser-Couples-Class-SATURDAY-September-21-2019-6-00pm-8-00pm/p/148247213/category=0
https://marioncomga.org/master-gardener-training/
https://marioncomga.org/master-gardener-training/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xcguX-jJtbprjo6rn5sVBfeR84-Bwxw0W7LMthH7a64/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Help Needed and Appreciated! 

Do You Like to Sing? 
Want to sing with others? Join the UUCS Choir! Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, 6:30-8:00pm in the UUCS 
Sanctuary, starting September 5 and running through the end of May. This is a 
non-auditioned group, and singers of all levels of experience are welcome! (As 
a special welcome, the September 5 rehearsal will be preceded by a "welcome 
back" refreshments and fellowship time starting at 6:00pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.) For more information, contact Laura Christian at music@uusalem.org. 

Calling All Musicians! 
DO YOU LIKE TO MAKE MUSIC? Would you like to share your music-making 
with our congregation? Do you know someone else who might? Laura Christian 
is seeking people who would like to provide 2-3 pieces of Special Music (introit, 
interlude, offertory) in our Sunday services throughout the year. Soloists and 
small ensembles are equally welcome. Selections can be any type of music appropriate for a UU worship setting. 
Contact Laura Christian at music@uusalem.org for more information or to volunteer. Thank you! 

Worship Team Needs PowerPoint Person 
Do you search out opportunities to make PowerPoints? Then we have got a volunteer opportunity for you! The 
Worship Team is looking for someone who is organized, well versed in PowerPoint and has 1-5 hours per week 
available to set up the weekly PowerPoint slides for Sunday services. See below for job description details. 
Contact Sara Pickett, Worship Team Chair, if you are interested: sarapickett7@gmail.com 

Volunteers needed for RE 
We ask for you to choose one Sunday each month to work with our children and youth as an assistant in the 
classroom. You may choose the same consistent Sunday each month (every 1st Sunday, every 2nd Sunday, etc.) 
so that it is easier for you to plan around to keep this commitment. If you need to change your schedule, there is 
flexibility to trade with someone else! 

Thank you for considering volunteering in the program. Let Christi Olsen know if you are available! 

Hosts Needed for the Upcoming Year 
The Membership Team is recruiting hosts to join our host teams for the upcoming year. Hosts are the smiling 
faces that greet you on Sunday mornings. If you are a friendly person who enjoys talking with others, this may be 
for you. This is a once a month commitment from September 15 through June 28. Other duties include, handing 
out programs, collecting and counting the offering, welcoming and having newcomers sign the visitor book and 
joining visitors at the welcome table during fellowship time. If you think this may be for you, you can simplify fill out 
this form online or email Brenna Norval at brennanorval@gmail.com or Anna Tally at annastally@gmail.com. 
There will be a host training on September 15 following the service (12:00 pm). 

Thanks for Summer Coffee Service 
Thank you to all the volunteers who provided coffee service throughout the summer months: Jane Maute, Sharon 
Pierson, Margrethe and Greg Gregg, Lisa Leirmo and Doc Hadley's Connection Group, John Prohodsky, the 
Aztec Dancers, Clarice Jackson, Gloria Holland, Lennie Martin, Deborah Emeny, Susan Farris-Gosser, Jo Aerne, 
Kathleen Giorgi, Jean Logan, Sara Rohrs, Joseph Gramer, Ben, Lily, and Reed Cavaletto, Tom Ellis, Anne 
Moore, Carolyn Bridges, Ruth and Eric Larson. Your generous gifts of time and service to our congregation were 
greatly appreciated!   ~Submitted by Michael Pollard 

On August 25, Rev. Rick brought in 

a cake to say, “Thanks!” to Rev. 

Mark Gallagher for filling in during 

Rick’s sabbatical. 

mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:sarapickett7@gmail.com
https://uusalem.breezechms.com/form/SignUpToBeAHost62
mailto:brennanorval@gmail.com
mailto:annastally@gmail.com
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Social Justice News 

September SJT Report  
Three Social Justice Team (SJT) members attended a very interesting Legislative Session Debrief, sponsored by 
our many social justice allies on August 1, at First Congregational United Church of Christ.  We listened and 
learned about the challenges and success stories our allies encountered as they worked throughout the legislative 
session. 

Five team members, along with members of PCUN (Oregon's Farmworker Union), the Racial Justice Organizing 
Committee (RJOC), Latino Unidos Siempre (LUS), the Salem chapter of the NAACP (National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) and Democratic Socialists of America, attended a rally in downtown Salem to 
show their support for the Voting Rights Advancement Act (HR4) which seeks to restore the protections of the 
original Voter Rights Act of 1965. The estimated group of 70 people also rallied to support the 2019 Oregon Voting 
Rights Act which will allow people of color to have representation on our local school boards. 

Reverend Rick and 4 team members attended an IMIrJ (Immigrant Movement for Immigrant Justice) sponsored 
action in Hillsboro. The estimated 400 participants created a "circle of protection" around the Washington County 
Courthouse to symbolize the need to protect all people who need access to our judicial system. This action called 
attention to the fear that ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) creates when they are allowed in our local 
courthouses. ICE is known for racial profiling, and many people, documented and undocumented, citizens and 
non-citizens, fear participating in our judicial system knowing they may be targeted simply because of their skin 
color. It is a dehumanizing and traumatic experience. The ACLU is filing a lawsuit against ICE for the false arrest 
of Isidro Andrade Tafolla, a US citizen, who was racially profiled in 2017 at the Washington County courthouse.  

This is a special Splinters from the Board covering July and August. 

In July, the new Board of Directors held their first meeting. The current Board members are:  

 

Each Board officer now has an official UUCS email address: 

 boardchair@uusalem.org 
 vicechair@uusalem.org 
 pastchair@uusalem.org 
 treasurer@uusalem.org 
 secretary@uusalem.org 

This year, the Board of Directors will meet on the second Monday of each month starting at 5:30 pm. Just a 
reminder - the monthly Board of Directors meeting is open to any member who would like to stop by and see 
what happens at the meeting. If you would like the Board to discuss an issue however, you must submit a request 
to the Secretary so that your topic can be added to the agenda. 

The Board of Directors passed policies on alcohol use at UUCS and a new hiring policy with regards to members 
applying for open UUCS job positions. These will be posted on the Policies Page of our website, soon.. 

We are happy to announce that Sara Pickett was appointed as the new head of the Worship Team and Laura 
Christian was approved to serve as our new Volunteer Interim Music Director. 

Officers Directors 

Benjahmin Boschee (Chair), Jerry Nathan (Director Seat 1), 

Christine Ertl (Vice Chair), Steve Ovens (Director Seat 2), 

Lynn Cardiff (Past Chair), Robin LaMonte (Director Seat 3), 

Beth Anne Huffine (Secretary), Julie Warncke (Director Seat 4), 

John Prohodsky (Treasurer), Jack Tally (Director Seat 5), and 

  Janet Stevens (Director Seat 6). 

Splinters from the Board 

mailto:boardchair@uusalem.org
mailto:vicechair@uusalem.org
mailto:pastchair@uusalem.org
mailto:treasurer@uusalem.org
mailto:secretary@uusalem.org
https://uusalem.org/about-us/our-governance/our-policies-and-procedures/
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Our team continues to support the call from IMIrJ to get ICE out of our courthouses and disentangled from local 
law enforcement. All Oregonians have a right to participate in our judicial system, but at this time many do not 
because of the fear of racial profiling and possible family separation. When people are afraid to go to court to pay 
traffic fines, afraid to testify against an assailant, afraid of being a necessary witness to a crime, we are all less 
safe. Chief Justice Martha Walters has the power to prohibit ICE from our courthouses. Please call, email, or send 
a post card and let her know ICE should not be in our local courthouses. The information is at the Social Justice 
table. 

Team members continue to support justice issues in ways we are able. The SJT did not have a presence at 
Salem's Capitol Pride the last two years. This happened because we are a small team and did not have available 
volunteers. If you are able to work on a potential justice issue that aligns with our UU values, please visit the 
Social Justice table and let us know. We would support your work as we are able. 

UUCS donated 70 lbs. of food and supplies to Marion/Polk Food Share in June and 88 lbs. of food and supplies to 
Marion/Polk Food Share in July. Thank you to all! 

~Submitted by Patrice Pollard 

Images from the ICE Out of Oregon Courthouses rally, protest and press conference August 12 in front 

of the Hillsboro Courthouse. (More details in the SJT Report.) 
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Find the UUCS Social Justice Page on Facebook 

Hope and Habitat Update 
The Hope and Habitat Village group have been hard at work to advance their vision of a much-needed resource 
for homeless women in Salem: a five-person transitional village, which will provide a safe place to live while 
residents are moving forward to a more stable life. 

Research and planning have been ongoing since Bob Francis introduced the project in the December newsletter, 
and we have some wonderful news to share with UUCS members. 

First, the Marion County Planning Department has confirmed that the proposed Hope and Habitat Village site on 
the UUCS North Lot meets zoning codes and traffic concerns. The Building Codes Department has reviewed the 
construction plans for the dwelling, and a garage or storage facility can also be built. 

Next, sewer and water needs must be evaluated, and permits obtained, before the project could proceed. The 
HHV group continues to work on the important issue of bringing the Cherriots Bus Service closer to the project’s 
location so Village residents can access transportation without crossing the busy intersection of Center Street 
and Cordon Road. 

Also, the HHV group has been working with Mid-Willamette Valley Community Action Agency and ARCHES (their 
housing and homeless division) on a Memorandum of Understanding about their working relationship. The 
tentative plan calls for CAA hiring a “Housing Stabilization Specialist” (a case manager for the type of non-
intensive clients the Village would house), and HHV hiring a Village Manager for onsite support. The two would 
work closely together to develop operating and problem-solving procedures. 

So far, the project has not involved any cash outlay, but funds would be needed to pay for the sewer septic 
system assessment (about $625). In addition to the cost of the Village itself (about $172,000, based on using 
bonded contractors for the structural work and volunteers for the finish work), ongoing funding and volunteer 
resources will be needed for facility operation and maintenance. 

The Hope and Habitat Village group and ARCHES are researching funding sources, including possible fee 
waivers, grant monies, Section 8 vouchers, and corporate and individual donations. 
The Habitat and Hope Village project  can be reached at habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com. 

The group thanks Joan Stembridge and Jeanne Collins for their many hours of research, which is being used to 
develop best practices for Habitat and Hope Village. 

~Submitted by Patty Davenport 

Music Fundraiser for Immigrant Families Together September 7 
Dr. Aurora Sherman, a Corvallis-based vocalist, will perform a benefit concert, “Love Wins at the Border,” on 
Saturday, September 7 at 3:00 P.M. in Loucks Auditorium at the Salem Public Library. All proceeds go to 
Immigrant Families Together, an all-volunteer organization dedicated to supporting and rapidly reuniting 
immigrant families who have been detained and separated at the US-Mexico border. Tickets are on a sliding 
scale and will be available at the door or online. 

The program features an eclectic mix of classical, folk, and spirituals, including works by Mary Chapin Carpenter 
and Vienna Tang, as well as choral movements from Street Requiem by Kathleen McGuire, Andy Payne and 
Jonathan Welch. The concert also features Erik Gullickson, tenor and director of the Portland-based LGBTQ 
youth choir, Bridging Voices, and Stephanie Lynne Smith, pianist and producer of the show through her studio 
Miss Smith Presents. 

Resistance, Resilience, and Radical Gratitude Workshop October 6 
This workshop will explore our emotional responses, our personal and collective wisdom, our 
fortitude and intentions for the work ahead, and our capacity for gratitude and other spiritual 
practices to ground ourselves for the journey. Group sharing, ritual, movement, and music will 
be the portals for this experience, building community and personal strength for the road 
ahead. 

Barbara Ford offers this work on a gift economy basis. Participants offer a donation after 
considering what is fair, what can I afford and what can I offer with joy? The gift economy 
allows access for all, no matter the financial circumstance, and grows community. Gift offerings 

for Barbara will be collected at the door. 
~The event is sponsored by the UUCS Social Justice Team 

https://www.facebook.com/UUCSSJAT/
http://habitatandhopevillage.org/
mailto:habitatandhopevillage@gmail.com
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4289305
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Calendar 

Membership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, September 3, 6:00 pm 

UU Compassionate Mind Sangha Silent Meditation 

Every Wednesday, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

A welcoming place for meditation practice. 
Session I is for experienced meditation practitioners.  
Session II provides attendees with basic instruction, 
and explanation. The last hour, 8:00 – 9:00 pm, is for 
discussion, compassion, about how to use meditation 
as a spiritual practice. 

Choir Rehearsal 

Every Thursday. 6:30pm  

Dances of Universal Peace 

Friday, September 6, 7:00 pm  

Simple, easy-to-learn movements and songs 
honoring spiritual traditions from around the world. The 
dances bring together sacred phrases from the world's 
religious traditions in heart-awakening circle dances 
dedicated to peace within and without. 

Recovery Dharma 

Every Friday, 7:00 pm  

UUCS' Addiction Recovery Ministry and 
Support program is glad to sponsor the Recovery 
Dharma group meeting every Friday from 7 to 8 pm at 
UUCS. The mission of this national non-profit 
organization is to build an extensive and 
comprehensive network of groups, meetings, and 
communities that practice and promulgate Buddhist 
teachings and meditations for anyone seeking 
recovery from addiction. Drawing inspiration from the 
core teachings of the Four Noble Truths, emphasis is 
placed on both knowledge and empathy as means for 
overcoming addiction and its causes. Those struggling 
with any form of addiction greatly benefit when they 
understand the suffering that addiction has created 
while developing compassion for the pain they have 
experienced.  

Life Lines Lay Ministry Meeting 

Saturday, September 7, 9:30 am  

Bobbie Westerburg's Celebration of Life 

Saturday, September 7, 10:00 am  

ALL AGES In Service - Water Communion  

Sunday, September 8, 10:30 am 

Celebratory Potluck 

Sunday, September 8, 11:30 am  

See article. 

Compassionate Connection 

Sunday, September 8, 11:30 am 

Please join us, following service, for 
Compassionate Connection, a time when we lay our 
hands upon those in distress and our minister offers a 
prayerful reflection. We also invite other members to 
join us and offer compassionate support.  

Team Council Meeting 

Sunday, September 8, 12:30 pm 

Board Meeting 

Monday, September 9, 5:30 pm 

PFLAG Meeting 

Monday, September 9, 7:00 pm 

PFLAG is the extended family of the LGBTQ 
community. We're made up of LGBTQ individuals, 
family members and allies. Because together, we're 
stronger.  

Women's Alliance Meeting 

Tuesday, September 10, 6:30 pm  

See article. 

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, September 12, 12:30 pm 

Homeless Coalition partnership with other 
Interfaith groups 

Art Works Team Meeting 

Friday, September 13, 10:00 am  

Monthly business meeting of the Art Works 
Team. Open to all interested UUCS members. 

Landscape Work Party 

Saturday, September 14, 9:00 am  

Come help beautify our landscape. Bring 
gloves and tools if you have them, otherwise they will 
be provided. No experience necessary. 

CHR Team Meeting (Closed) 

Saturday, September 14, 9:30 am  

Committee on Human Resources Team 
meeting. CHR meetings are not open to the general 
public, but you are always welcome to ask to be part of 
the team or to present information/concerns to the 
team.  

Membership: Host Training 

Sunday, September 15, 12:00 pm 

RE Team Meeting 

Sunday, September 15, 12:15 pm 
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION: to subscribe to The Chalice and the Flame monthly newsletter, email 
your request to the UUCS office at  office@uusalem.org and include your full name and email address. If you 
are a pledging member and want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter in the mail, also include a physical 
address. 

Men's Group Meeting 

Sunday, September 15, 12:30 pm  

UU men will be meeting to connect with each 
other, continuing the spirit of the two retreats. All UUs 
identifying as men are welcome! Men attending will 
check in and there will be discussion. All that is 
discussed will be kept confidential unless the safety of 
a participant or someone else is at risk. 

Worship Team Meeting 

Monday, September 16, 5:30 pm  

Monthly Meeting of the Worship Team to plan 
& discuss Sunday Services 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Monday, September 16, 5:30 pm 

Committee on Ministry Meeting 

Tuesday, September 17, 10:30 am  

Safer Congregation Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, September 17, 5:00 pm  

Dances of Universal Peace 

Thursday, September 19, 7:00 pm  

(See September 6) 

Finance Team Meeting 

Friday, September 20, 10:30 am  

VaLUUES Book Club 

Saturday, September 21, 9:30 am  

Come join us on the third Saturday of every 
month to discuss topics from our current book “Serving 
with Grace”. Extra copies of the book are available for 
purchase in the Resource Center. Other copies will be 
available at the meeting for anyone who is unable to 
purchase the book. We also created a Google 
Classroom for the book club, each new book that we 
read will be a new “class”. In the classroom you will be 
able to participate in forum postings, answer questions 
and complete homework. This way everyone can join 
the book club even if they can’t attend any of the 
meetings. 

Kaleidoscope Fundraiser Wine Party 

Saturday, September 21, 6:00 pm  

See article. 

Building Sacred Ground, Session 1 

Sunday, September 22, 12:00 pm  

Fall Equinox Ritual and Potluck 

Sunday, September 22, 6:00 pm  

CUUPS will be hosting a Fall Equinox Ritual 
and Potluck. Potluck will start at 6:00 pm and the ritual 
will start at 6:45. Come celebrate the second harvest 
festival of the year where we celebrate the gifts 
summer has brought us and honor that the days will be 
growing shorter. 

Board Retreat 

Monday, September 23, 5:30 pm  

Singing Bowl Meditation 

Monday, September 23, 7:00 pm  

Facilities Team Meeting 

Tuesday, September 24, 6:00 pm  

Habitat and Hope Meeting 

Thursday, September 26, 12:30 pm  

Homeless Coalition partnership with other 
Interfaith groups 

Art Works Art Making 

Friday, September 27, 10:00 am  

Workshop for Volunteers 

Saturday, September 28, 9:30 am  

The Vision and Leadership UU Explorer 
Society will be hosting monthly workshops where we 
create training material and leadership documents for 
our own use. Our goal is to help volunteers define their 
roles within UUCS and facilitate healthy covenantal 
relationships. This month we will be working on 
leadership training material based on the PLUS 
program used for UU staff development and we will be 
working on creating a template for volunteer position 
descriptions. We meet on the fourth Saturday of each 
month.  

Building Sacred Ground, Session 2 

Sunday, September 29, 12:00 pm  

Communications Team Meeting 

Monday, September 30, 4:00 pm  

Join the communications team for discussion of 
progress on our UUCS newsletter, website, Facebook, 
publicity and video projects. Newcomers or visitors 
welcome. 

Membership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, October 1, 6:00 pm  

mailto:office@uusalem.org
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Worship Services and Religious Exploration 

Sunday, September 22  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"In Defense of Liberal Religion" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens; Anchor: Becky Harrison 
Music: UUCS Choir 

Significant controversy has been stirred within the entire Unitarian Universalist Association after UU minister 
Rev. Todd Ekloff distributed his book, "The Gadfly Papers: Three Inconvenient Essays by One Pesky Minister." 
Before you get too alarmed remember that conflict is inevitable in all human institutions and is often a sign of 
health. I believe it is in this case. I'm directly involved in this matter because of a role I play in our minister's 
association and also because Todd is a good friend of mine. I believe you should also be involved so that we 
can come to a place where genuine dialogue can begin. The voice of the laity is essential for this to be a healthy 
process. 

RE Information: RE classes available for children and youth. 

Sunday, September 8  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

The Waters of Life" 

Celebrant: Janet Stevens; Anchor: Sara Pickett 
Music: UUCS Choir, UUCS Summer Choir 

As is traditional at the first fall service, many of us bring a sample of water we gathered at a special place during 
the summer (or water symbolizing that place) to mingle with water others have brought. "Water" is often referred 
to symbolically in religious literature. How we treat one another and how we share or don't share the actual 
water we do need is worth our full attention. 

Following the service, join in the potluck that welcomes Rick back from his sabbatical.  See article on Page 1. 

RE Information: No RE classes this Sunday because of the Water Service. 

September Share the Plate Recipient:  DACA 

Service Time:  10:30 am 

Sunday, September 15  The Rev. Richard R. Davis 

"Why We Come Here" 

Celebrant: Gloria Holland; Anchor: Geoff Hutchinson 
Over the several decades of ministry I've had countless conversations with so many amazing people as to why 

they come here. Let me tell you what you've all said to me. 

RE Information: RE resumes for children and youth. 

Sunday, September 29  The Rev. Richard R. Davis and the Romania Travelers 

Romania Travelers Presentation 

Celebrant: Sara Pickett; Anchor: Lennie Martin 
Six UUCS members visited Romania and our Partner Church in Simenfalva this July. They will tell about their 
travels and what they learned spiritually, historically and through deeper connections with members of our 
Partner Church. 

RE Information: RE classes available for children and youth. 

https://uusalem.org/2019/08/25/share-the-plate-recipient-for-september-2019-is-daca/
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 Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

Minister: The Rev. Richard R. Davis 
rdavis@uuma.org 

Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration: 
Christi J. Olsen, christi@uusalem.org 

RE Sunday Assistants: Elsa McKinney-Menchaca  
Temporary Music Director: Laura Christian 

music@uusalem.org 
Pianist: Sara Greenleaf 

Board Chair: Benjahmin Boschee 
boardchair@uusalem.org 

Office Administrator: Jo Sweeney 

Office open Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Phone: 503-364-0932 
E-mail: office@uusalem.org 

UUCS Internet Links to: 
Website: www.uusalem.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUSalem 
Social Justice FB: facebook.com/UUCSSJAT 

Newsletter Editors: editors@uusalem.org 
This issue was edited by Bob Muir, edited and 

formatted by Sharon Pierson, and edited by Elsa 
Struble and Vicki Cunningham. 

EVENT SCHEDULING: please use the Event 
Scheduling Request form on the UUCS website to add 
your event to the UUCS calendar and/or reserve a 
UUCS space.  

PUBLICITY and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Fill out the 
Publication Request form on the UUCS website for 
any announcement, event or news item. This form is a 
one-stop place to put a notice in the Sunday 
announcements, the UUCS newsletter, the UUCS 
website, the This Week email and or Facebook. 

DEADLINES: 
Newsletter:  The deadline for the next  

newsletter is 8:00 pm on Friday, September 27.   
Sunday Announcements and This Week 

submissions are due by noon, Tuesday.   
 

Use the Publication Request form for all submissions. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Of Salem 
5090 Center St. NE, Salem, OR 97317 

mailto:rdavis@uuma.org
mailto:christi@uusalem.org
mailto:music@uusalem.org
mailto:benjahminboschee@yahoo.com
mailto:office@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org
http://www.facebook.com/UUSalem
https://www.facebook.com/UUCSSJAT
mailto:editors@uusalem.org
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://www.uusalem.org/Event-Scheduling-Request/?controller=ContentPage
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/
http://uusalem.org/news-events-overview/events/event-publicity-request/

